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REFLECTIONS 
 

Were a miracle to produce in our woods 
Some outstanding orchid, a thousand 

hands would stretch out to tear it up, to 
destroy it. If the bluebird happens to fly 

past, every gun is sighted; and then people 
are amazed that is rare! 

                                                           André Gide 

 
     Compatriots of Camp 302!  Welcome to 2019. We have a lot to reflect on as we look back in our history, consider the present and 
ponder the future and the events that have, and will, affect The Sons of Confederate Veterans, The United Daughters of the 
Confederacy and all who share the affection and devotion to our Southern heritage. The past couple of years, especially, have not 
been kind to those of us who have an affinity to factual American history and those who respect monuments and depictions of all who 
were instrumental in shaping our country in the past or present, regardless of how they or the events they were caught up in affected 
their standing in the pages of history. 
     It is difficult to pinpoint just when and where the anti-Confederate hatred and bias began and who was instrumental in starting it. 
One would have to delve deeply into a bottomless pit of documents, books and archives to discover the one spark that ignited it all. 
There is, perhaps, no need to go over what has been happening for the last several years; we all are very aware of the events. Did it 
start in Charleston when the governor ordered the Confederate flag lowered over the state capital? When that young man shot and 
killed nine innocent folks in a church in Charleston? When cities throughout the South and even in our own city of San Diego started 
removing statues, plaques, and monuments dedicated to the Confederate cause, New Orleans, Memphis and Richmond among them?  
We can certainly look at the demographics and makeup of the local governments to see part of their reasoning, but who started them 
on their way? 
     Interpreting the prose of Mr. Gide, one can imagine what he had to say in his simple analogy of wanton destruction of a beautiful 
orchid and the near extinction of a bluebird and how it can be related to what is being carried out by the uninformed and, must I say, 
the misguided masses, swayed by radical leaders and pseudo-intellectual instructors in our higher institutions of learning who have 
absolutely no inkling as to the damage they are doing in pushing for change and/or eradicating the true history of this country and 
denigrating the reputation of long-dead Confederate generals and politicians. 
     During the Reconstruction period following the war, the wounds of that conflict ran deep in the ravaged South. There were those 
veterans who simply wanted to forget and try living their lives as best they could. Wearing the remnants of their old gray uniform 
and their accoutrements in public displays of remembrance of their glories was just not acceptable. In 1876, as reconstruction came 
to an end with the economy and living conditions improving and, with memories and sectional hatreds softening, veterans’ groups 
began forming. Up through the late 1800s, Confederate and Union veterans gathered at reunions conducted on former battlefields to 
shake hands and relive the past on more friendly terms. 
 

 (Continued on Page Three) 
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International Headquarters 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

P.O. Box 59 

Columbia, Tennessee 38402-0059 

1-800-MY-DIXIE 

Salute to the Confederate Flag 

     I salute the Confederate flag with affection, reverence and 

undying devotion to the cause for which it stands. 

Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the 

vindication of the cause for which we fought. To your strength will 

be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the 

guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the 

perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love 

also, and the ideals which made him glorious and which you also 

cherish.” 

Lt. General Stephen D. Lee 

Newsletter 

     The Conquered Banner” is the official newsletter of Camp 302 

and is published each odd-numbered month. Permission to reprint 

material contained in the newsletter in freely given to SCV, MOSB 

and UDC organizations. Commentary and articles are solicited and 

should be mailed or e-mailed to the Newsletter Editor. Deadline for 

submissions is the 15th of the preceding month. Consideration of 

space may require editing. 

Meetings 

     The camp meets the 2nd Saturday of each odd-numbered month 

at various locations which are announced in the newsletter. 

Correspondence 

     Membership applications, dues renewals, changes of address 

and other business should be directed to the adjutant. 

Dues 

     Annual dues are billed each August and are $50.00 for members. 

Dues include the Confederate Veteran magazine and a newsletter.  

Camp officers 

Commander          Jim Stephens 

Lieutenant Commander         Jim Millsap 

2nd Lieutenant Commander       George Faircloth 

Adjutant/Treasurer         Roy Adair 

Chaplain                Jim Coulsby  

Sergeant-at-Arms                       Steve Smith 

Historian                                     Vacant 

Newsletter Editor/Publisher        Jim Stephens 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes from the November 10, 2018 Meeting 

 
On this sunny Saturday morning, camp members and guests gathered at 

Mimi’s Café in Mira Mesa for brunch and to participate in the camp’s final 

meeting for the year. Commander Stephens chaired the meeting that 

included John Flood, Mike Schooling, Ira Lack, George Faircloth and 

Steve Perdue. We were pleased to have as guests, Hazel Drane, Kathie 

Perdue, Jeff and Charmaine Malone. Commander Stephens decided to 

conduct an informal business format while those present enjoyed their 

meal. Due to the absence of Adjutant Adair, Jim Stephens delivered the 

Treasurer’s Report stating that the beginning balance in the camp’s 

treasury was $43,675.67. After denoting camp donations, expenditures and 

inflows, the closing balance was $43,177.72. All camp members should 

know that a full Treasurer’s Report is available to all who request a copy. 

 

Old Business:  All present were reminded that camp challenge coins are 

still available. However, due to LCDR Millsap’s absence while on travel, 

they will not be available until he returns. The attendees were reminded of 

the successful Annual Musket Shoot the previous month and how the funds 

associated with the event were distributed. Also, the Blue/Gray Picnic was 

discussed that went well at the Amphib Base’s Gator Beach. 

 

New Business: Under this category, much new information was brought 

to everyone’s attention. Commander Stephens told the gathering of the 

Quarterly Division Meeting he attends and some of the key issues 

discussed that include the Hunley Award Pin that will be handed out to all 

camp Hunley presenters. These pins will be distributed at the Bakersfield 

Convention in March 2019. Commander Stephens described the draft 

resolution proposed by Division Color Sergeant Greg Frasier that will be 

up for a vote at the Division Convention in 2019 and, if approved, will be 

presented to National Headquarters for their consideration. This resolution 

would grant SCV civilian members who served in a combat role in the 

nation’s present and past conflicts the same SCV War Service Medal as 

SCV military veterans now receive. Jim Stephens presented Mike 

Schooling, John Flood and George Faircloth their Gillis Flag that is being 

given to each paying camp member. He also advised the attendees that they 

can still obtain Division Challenge Coins for $10 each that help support 

the division. Members were told that their camp donated $100 toward the 

H.K. Edgerton travel fund that is being collected by the division to help 

bring out this outstanding black Confederate to the 2019 Division Re-

Confederation at Bakersfield in March of 2019. This outspoken man has 

been an indefatigable supporter of our Southern Heritage. 

 

The next scheduled VMC Color Guard will be on January 26, 2019 

 

Camp 302’s first meeting of 2019 will once again be held at Mimi’s Café 

in Mira Mesa on Saturday, January 12, 2019.
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Organizations came into being, among them, The United Confederate Veterans, The Grand Army of the Republic, and The United Daughters 

of the Confederacy. It was a time to forgive but not necessarily to forget. The war was long over so, they felt, it was time to move on. 

     In the early 1900s, reunions continued, with the last gathering commemorating the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg in July of 

1938. The budding movie industry in Hollywood was not at all reluctant to make great Civil War dramas, starting with the great silent Birth 

of a Nation in 1915 and Gone with the Wind in the late 30s. With the start of the centennial commemoration of the War Between the States in 

1961, a resurgence in interest of everything related to the conflict was brought to life in a grand way. GWTW was rereleased in the same 

theater it premiered in Atlanta in 1939. A host of books and other literature brought to life the day-to-day lives of the people and the epic 

battles and events of that momentous time one hundred years earlier. And to think, this was happening less than six years after the last of the 

Civil war veterans had passed away. Folks, especially those interested in American history, were interested in what happened and they 

discussed and debated with each other, without any negative feelings, the causes and ramifications of the conflict that nearly tore this country 

apart. These people were well aware of the states rights and the slavery issues that lead up to the war. No one had any thought of destroying 

monuments, ripping up plaques or removing names of Confederate heroes that adorned streets, buildings, parks and schools. The facts were 

there and that was that. 

     Then came the Civil Rights movement of the mid-sixties, that, for the good of the country, would provide the impetus to correct some of 

the racial inequities existing up to that time. But! It seems as if we cannot escape from the racial injustice either in law enforcement, 

education or in the business world that has plagued us well into the second decade of the twenty-first century. Is this, then, the rupture in the 

soft underbelly of our political/social fabric that has sparked the conflagration of all the hateful anti-Confederate rhetoric and destruction that 

has spread with little abatement nationwide? Perhaps. And, who or what is it that we can point to as the cause…and, can it be checked? 

    There’s an abundance of web-based, online newsletters and bulletins, many of which are used to espouse innocuous topics. Then, there are 

others that spew forth nothing but hate-filled misinformation that easily sways the minds of the ill-informed. Adjutant Adair recently 

forwarded to me a copy of an article of this ilk titled “Time to Expose the Women Still Celebrating the Confederacy.” This detestable piece 

was written by a young, misguided and angry woman by the name of Kali Holloway writing for a newsletter titled The Daily Beast.1 The 

name alone leads one to be wary of its contents. Miss Holloway is a freelance writer and independent film producer, and member of the 

Independent Media Institute who lives in Brooklyn, New York. 

     In her article, Holloway blasts the United Daughters of the Confederacy as being, “Since the UDC’s founding in 1894, the elite white 

Southern ladies’ group…”2 by erecting monuments to the Confederate cause—which they have done—but equating them to fully supporting 

the KKK and referring to them as “White Supremacists hiding in plain sight.”3 Throughout the article,  Holloway references several writers 

who support her and one who stands out is Heidi Christensen, former Seattle UDC chapter President who quit the group in 2012. Seattle’s 

UDC chapter is now considered defunct. She purportedly said, “In some ways the UDC was the KKK’s more genteel sister organization.” I 

did not find this quote in researching Heidi’s writings but based on her background, it would not surprise me. One reason she severed her 

relationship with the UDC was, apparently, caused in part by her chapter’s refusal to admit as a member, on her recommendation, Essie Mae 

Washington Williams, South Carolina Senator Storm Thurmond’s oldest daughter. You may recall that Senator Thurmond had fathered 

mixed-race children previously.4 Heidi had every right in being upset over the chapter’s refusal to admit Essie, but is that the only reason for 

her to leave the UDC and be active in supporting the removal of Confederate memorials, particularly the UDC memorial at Seattle’s 

Lakeview Cemetery? Heidi is involved with the Veterans for Peace organization, which supports America’s veterans of all our wars except, 

with no surprise, the Confederate veterans of the Civil War. 

     Kali Holloway’s article continues with her anti-UDC and Confederate monument rant to the end. Of course, Kali is pretty much anti 

everything. Besides being anti-Confederate, she’s anti-I.C.E., anti-Trump, anti-Conservative, anti-guns, and anti-Republican. She accuses 

I.C.E. of not deporting WWII Nazi’s. Are there any left to deport? In other liberal blogs she has also authored “Time to Expose the Women 

Still Celebrating the Confederacy” and “To Hell with Civility, What it Takes to Bring Down Confederate Monuments.” 

     These hateful pieces of writing and their like are circulating far too wide on the web and are unfortunately being read and absorbed by too 

many malleable minds. To the ladies of the United Daughters of the Confederacy here in California and the rest of America, we Sons of 

Confederate Veterans truly empathize and support you as you weather the hurtful slander being tossed your way. The likes of Kali Holloway 

and Heidi Christensen, obviously intelligent women, but in their way of thinking, have refused to accept history as it happened. They seem 

not to grasp the notion that learning to take the good and bad of historical events such as The War Between the States and realizing that the 

bad aspects were overcome by the good, and that the country came back together with Americans learning to live in peace and having the 

right to erect monuments to honor the men and their exploits while respecting the rights of others. How dare these writers try to claim that 

Confederate monuments were erected as a slap in the face of African-Americans who came near them. Criticism of the racist goon-squads of 

the KKK is well justified; however, tying this group in with the Confederate soldier and the Southern Confederacy is utterly un-called for. 
                                                                                                                                                          (Continued on Page Four) 
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     Now, as we look to the future, we can—and must—continue to honor and pay respect to our Confederate ancestors for what they had to 

live through during that critical time of their lives that we certainly hope to never experience in our own. Men and women, caught up in the 

Civil War when our country was less than a hundred years in existence, were experiencing the festering wound of political divisiveness that 

entailed states rights and slavery. Our Southern ancestors were living through the final vestige of a human chattel system that was 

unfortunately inherited from our English mother country. Falling back on modern vernacular, the slave states were holding a hot potato that 

was nearly impossible to toss away. Many Southerners, I’m sure, including our own ancestors wanted nothing to do with it. Many in the 

South at that time would have liked to rid the country of slavery, but aristocratic plantation owners found it difficult to divest themselves of 

this system due to economic reasons and the fact that their culture and this form of livelihood had been bred into them for generations. In 

1865, when the guns fell silent, this all came to an end. 

     Today, however, liberal writers have taken up this dead issue along with the excuse of racism, and with a bent to create hate and 

discontent among those who have either ignored or accepted Confederate history and monuments as a link to the past for those who wished to 

observe this part of history. In recent times, a good number of young minds in the country have been virtually ignorant of this part of our 

history and what the memorials to the men and women of the past mean to us who do, in fact, revere our history. 

     Racial injustice in this country certainly exists to some extent. We mustn’t deny that. However, for unthinking professors and adults who 

choose to radicalize impressionable young people and encourage them to destroy memorials and eschew historical facts that they mistakenly 

think will correct the injustice…well, it is not only blinding them and denying them a grasp of history, but by closing the window into our 

past, it is leading them to make improper assessments of our country’s future. 

     Perhaps British philosopher and political economist John Stuart Mill (1806–1873) said it best: “We can never be sure that the opinion we 

are endeavoring to stifle is a false opinion; and if we were sure, stifling it would be an evil still.” 

 

Jim Stephens 

 
Notes: 1 Time to Expose the Women Still Celebrating the Confederacy, The Daily Beast, Kali Holloway, November 2018. 

            2:  IBID 

            3: IBID 

            4: Removing Seattle’s Confederate Memorial: United Daughters of the Confederacy, Veterans for Peace, and a Museum finds common  

              Ground, The Charlette Report, Capitol Hill, Charlette LeFevre, October 2018. 

 

Related News: Florida State Representative Mike Hill (R) of Pensacola, an African-American, has recently presented a bill designed to 

protect all Confederate monuments in the state, also making it illegal to remove them other than to make repairs. Inclusive in the bill also, is a 

provision to protect all monuments dedicated to soldiers and heroes that includes first responders and astronauts. He hopes that if it passes in 

Florida it would go nationwide. We in the SCV must be thankful to Rep. Mike Hill for stepping up and perhaps bringing a ray of light to the 

darkness of distorted history sweeping the country. 
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Tribute to a Division Compatriot 

 
     Members of the California Division were 

notified in mid-December of the untimely 

death of Compatriot Barron Smith. He was a 

very active and dedicated member of the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans. Barron 

passed away as a result of a massive stroke 

Monday morning, December 16, 2018. Born 

in 1955, Barron, seen here with his wife 

Kyle, resided in Nipomo, California. He 

served in the Army National Guard and was 

retired from the City of Santa Barbara 

Department of Emergency Services as a 

Civil Engineering Technician. Barron was 

not only a past California Division 

Commander but a long-time commander of the Santa Barbara, Deaderick Doremus Thurmond, Camp 1631. Barron was always known by his 

fellow compatriots in the division as an extremely friendly and outgoing fellow who brought cheer and comradery to all who came in contact 

with him. He will be sadly missed. Our thoughts certainly go out to Kyle and her family at this sad time. 
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CAMP MEETING 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Camp members gathered at Mimi’s Café in Mira Mesa on November 10th to participate in the camp’s final business/luncheon meeting for 

2018. As always, it’s such a pleasure to have the UDC’s Hazel Drane in our midst during these gatherings. Thanks so much, Hazel, for 

joining us. We always feel your absence when you are not with us. Pictured left to right is Ira Lack; not seen is Kathie Perdue, Steve Perdue, 

John Flood, Mike Schooling, Hazel Drane and George Faircloth. You will see in the illustration below, the front cover of Gene Armistead’s 

book An Arch Rebel Like Myself that I have retained from last issue in order to remind members once again that this is the latest acquisition to 

the camp library that all members are welcome to borrow and read. It is a great book about the Civil War in California and Texas; Steve 

Perdue and I have read the book and we highly recommend it. During the meeting, the camp’s financial report was discussed. The attendees 

were reminded of the upcoming Wreaths Across America events at Fort Rosecrans and Miramar National Cemeteries to occur on the 15th of 

December.  

     Those attending were also advised to make plans for attending the California Division 

Convention/Re-Confederation gathering at Bakersfield in March of 2019. Mike Schooling, George 

Faircloth and John Flood received their complimentary Gillis Flags that is being presented to all 

current division members. Mike Schooling proposed to the camp the purchase of ink pens with the 

SCV name on it. A vote was held, and approval given, to purchase 100. Pictured below is the pen 

with our camp name and our location within the California Division. Each camp member will 

receive a complimentary pen with additional pens going for $1.00 each. The pens will also be 

available at the Division Convention. This informal but important meeting was closed out with 

everyone enjoying their lunch and all adjourned until our next meeting to occur here at Mimi’s on 

January 12th 2019. 
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     Pictured at left is a short history of the 

Gillis Flag that all California Division 

members will be receiving as part of their 

active membership in the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans. Many in Camp 302 have already 

received theirs. 

     Above, Division Adjutant Vern Padgett 

shows off the reproduction Gillis Flag. Thanks 

goes out to Vern for ensuring that all division 

members are able to have this fine 

reproduction in their possession at division 

expense. Additional flags are available for 

those who wish to purchase extras. The $10.00 

fee for each flag puts funds back into the 

division treasury.                                                
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Two Christmas Stories    

 
     While Christmas of 2018 is behind us, I thought it appropriate, as we begin this new year and facing all the uncertainties that go along 

with it, to provide two Christmas stories related to our Confederate past. These are reprints from The Georgia Confederate, the newspaper of 

the Georgia Division, dated November/December 2011 as submitted by Mr. Wayne Dobson.  

 

1861 – First Christmas Tree 

 
 It seems hard to imagine American culture without the annual Christmas tree trimming. However, 

history details that the Germans initiated the custom back in the 15th Century and immigrants 

imported it to America. 

     In Macon, Georgia, where I hail from, a local newspaper carried a story during the tumultuous 

holiday season of 1861 that told of the arrival of the first Christmas tree in my home town. As it 

would happen, the first time a Christmas tree was raised in Macon, Georgia, it was for the benefit of 

Confederate soldiers. 

     The Macon Telegraph reported, Germans have a beautiful custom each Christmas of decorating a 

tree with a variety of presents for their friends. The tree is displayed on Christmas Eve and each one’s 

presents are designated by a card attached. The occasion is always one of great delight as the custom 

throws a halo of love and pleasure over each household, and spreads gratification throughout the 

entire nation at each return of the anniversary of our Savior’s birth. It is proposed to revive this 

custom in Macon at our approaching holidays to please the young people and at the same time make 

a fund for the relief of our beloved soldiers. A small fee of admittance will be required and each 

person will be allowed the privilege of taking a chance of getting a gift from the tree. The entire 

community, especially the little girls, are invited to furnish articles of handiwork or beautiful, useful ornamental presents for this purpose. 

Contributions may be left at Mrs. Dessau’s store. 

     On the night before Christmas the same newspaper advised the children of the City to attend the Christmas tree ceremony instead of 

hanging up their stockings. The managers of the Christmas tree event secured beautiful and commodious rooms on the second story of the 

Ayer’s Building. Ladies of the area were asked to send pieces of evergreens for decorating the rooms. A telegram from Santa Claus said that 

the jolly ol’ had been “filled with patriotism this Christmas but due to the consequences of war he would not be visiting firesides and adding 

that sliding down chimneys would greatly soil his suit of clothing. Instead, Santa would drive directly to the Christmas tree at Ayre’s to 

deposit the presents.” 

 

1895 – The Christmas Cannon 
 

The dark clouds of War eventually passed from the land and Americans, particularly those in the South, regained the Christmas spirit that had 

grown so cold. A local newspaper of December 26, 1895 informed that, “nearly all of Macon, Georgia came out in holiday attire yesterday. 

Everyone felt good and some even better.” 

     In the years after the War, it had been the custom with the residents “of East Macon to haul out 

a big ol’ cannon, around which clusters memories of violent days gone by and make the rusty throat 

speak to the startling of the people of neighboring counties.” It was said that the cannon, now only 

used for celebrating, had been captured at Walnut Creek, near Macon, during the famous Stoneman 

Raid of the late War for Southern Independence. A day or before this Christmas the local boys 

decided to mount the piece of artillery at a familiar spot called Cutler’s Green and make the old 

piece speak as it never had before. “Christmas was in their bones and they rejoiced that the past 

year had been so much more prosperous than several years previous.” In their exuberance, they 

wanted “to make a greater holiday demonstration than ever before and shock East Macon” into the 

Christmas spirit. Proceeding with their plan, “a huge load of powder was rammed into the cannon 

and upon that was packed great quantities of mud until the barrel was full. At 8 o’clock on the 

morning just past, before any celebrations could commence. “an explosion was heard echoing and re-echoing along the river until the stream 

almost shook from its bed. The monster gun had blown to pieces! The load was just too much. Only the butt and the fractured part of one 

wheel remained. The wonder is that no one was killed by the explosion. Huge fragments of iron were thrown in all directions. One large 

piece was found near the Methodist parsonage, having cut its way through the fence. Still another piece was found along the Clinton road. Of 

course no one knew and no one will ever know who caused the explosion. It was simply suggested that some tramps must have been 

responsible. The tramps have not denied involvement but possibly all of them have not been questioned. One thing is for certain – East 

Macon lost a War relic that had been highly prized for more than fifty years.” 
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VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER, BALBOA PARK 

 

     There was no Color Guard this reporting period. Camp 302 will return to VMC for our quarterly duty on January 

26, 2019. 

 

 

Wreaths Across America 
     Camp 302 was on station this year at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery December 15, 2018 that has volunteers laying wreaths on the 

graves of our departed veterans. Camp 302 contributes $50.00 annually to this worthy cause that brings in fresh wreaths that also go to 

Miramar National Cemetery. WAA is financially supported by many local and nationwide concerns that include the USS Midway, BAE 

Systems, Sharp Hospital and many more. Your camp is proud to be a very small part of this wonderful cause. 

 

 

 
                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Robert Fowler aims straight for the target                 

Robyn Adair, Roy Adair & George Faircloth at Ft. Rosecrans 

Roy and Robyn with the wreaths 
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NEXT CAMP MEETING 

DATE: January 12, 2019 

TIME: 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

LOCATION: Mimi’s Café, 10788 Westview Parkway, Mira Mesa, 858-566-6667 

 

 

 

Commander’s Notes 

        Friends & Compatriots:  We begin the new year with this first issue of “The Conquered Banner” and our 

first camp meeting for 2019 at Mimi’s in Mira Mesa as noted above. This is a very important gathering 

as we will be holding our bi-annual camp elections for key camp officers. We will vote in a new 

Camp Commander and Lieutenant Commander. This, I’m sad to say, will be my last message to you 

as commander. The last six years have gone by far too fast and I have appreciated you very much, 

my fellow members, for allowing me the honor of holding this position. It has meant a great deal 

to me to work with all of you and coordinate the activities we’ve been involved in these past 

years. Extra effort, at times, has been required but, at the same time a feeling of accomplishment 

has been the reward. I cannot offer thanks enough to our generous and hard-working members 

who come through continually to keep Camp 302 alive and well. I will work very closely with the 

incoming commander to ensure a smooth transition. 

     I will be assuming the non-elective position as your new Camp 302 Adjutant, replacing out-

going Adjutant Roy Adair. It will not be easy to fill his shoes. We owe much to Roy for the 

excellent administrative duties he has provided to this camp and the division. Once again, I want 

to thank each and every one of you for your continued support and for making Father A.J. Ryan 

Camp 302 a valuable part of the California Division. 

Jim Stephens 

 

 

 

 


