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Entering the New Year 

 

     Greetings! Camp 302 compatriots, friends and readers of The Conquered Banner. We begin 

2026, I hope, with a renewed outlook that events around the world and here at home are at a – 

pray do-positive turning point. We in the camp can look forward to the upcoming events that are 

planned and will be planned, keeping everyone active in appreciating our Southern and 

Confederate heritage. I will highlight on Page Four of this issue some planned events when going 

over our last scheduled camp business/luncheon/Zoom meeting on November 8th, 2025. You will 

also notice here that The Conquered Banner is entering its 34th year of publication since the 

camp was chartered. This has been a great run and, of course, it will continue. 

     Unfortunately, we had to say goodbye in 2025 to long-time friend and compatriot Robert 

Johnson Sr. who resides in Roanoke, Virginia. Bob was being hard pressed to devote his time to 

family issues preventing him from fully devoting his thoughts and time to the SCV. We wish 

Bob all the best. On the other hand, we were more than pleased to have Jon Hussey transferred to 

us from the Inland Empire Camp 1742; and Pence Parsons taking the oath during the January 

camp meeting to become our newest member. Pence is a retired Navy Captain and volunteer 

aboard the USS Midway.  Soon, we will have Charles “Chuck” Norris joining our ranks as we 

process his application.  Welcome aboard, Compatriots, and soon-to-be Compatriots, Hussey and 

Parsons and Norris. 
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International Headquarters  

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

P.O. Box 59 

Columbia, Tennessee 38402-0059 

1-800-MY-DIXIE 

 

Salute to the Confederate Flag 

I salute the Confederate Flag with affection, reverence and undying devotion to the cause for which it 

stands. 

Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which we fought. 
To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his 

history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love 

also, and the ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish.” 

Lt. General Stephen D. Lee 

Newsletter 

The Conquered Banner is the official newsletter of Camp 302 and is published each odd-numbered month. 

Permission to reprint material contained in the newsletter in freely given to SCV, MOSB and UDC 

organizations. Commentary and articles are solicited and should be mailed or E-mailed to the Newsletter 
Editor. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the preceding month. Consideration of space may require 

editing. 

Meetings 

The camp meets the 2nd Saturday of each odd-numbered month at various locations which are announced 

in the newsletter and E-mail notification. 

Correspondence 

Membership applications, dues renewals, changes of address and other business should be directed to the 

adjutant. 

Dues 

Annual dues are billed each August and are $50.00 for members. Dues include the Confederate Veteran 

magazine and a newsletter. 

 

 

 

Camp officers 

 

Commander             Jim Millsap 

Lieutenant Commander            George Faircloth 

Adjutant                                    Jim Stephens 
Treasurer                                   Roy Adair 

Webmaster                                Roy Adair 

Chaplain                   Steve Perdue 
Sergeant-at-Arms                      Steve Smith 

Historian                                    Vacant 

Newsletter Editor/Publisher      Jim Stephens 
 



VOLUME 34 NUMBER 1           THE CONQUERED BANNER                PAGE THREE 

      
 

          Among the key events in 2025, Camp 

302’s activities included our outing to the 

USS Midway in June, which saw several 

members of Camp 302 and the division 

attending. We were pleased to have 

California Division Commander Tod Terry 

and his wife, Jeanie, among the guests. The 

division reunion at Bakersfield in March 

saw a good turnout. With the shutdown of 

the Gator Beach cabanas at Coronado due to 

construction, the camp was required to seek 

a new venue for the annual Blue/Gray BBQ. 

Admiral Baker Recreation Area near La Mesa was chosen. Many attended and a good time was 

had. 2025 saw a great representation of Sgt. William Pittinger Camp 21 of the SUVCW at this 

event. Commander Jerry Sayre and his wife, Kim, have done wonders keeping these two camps 

of the Blue and Gray in touch and working together. 

     Perhaps a most important occurrence for 2025 was obtaining a great meeting location for the 

camp at the LDS Family Search Center in Mission Valley. The folks at the search center are 

extremely helpful, offering a superb meeting room with the latest video equipment and ample 

seating. This was recommended to us by the UDC and, with much thanks to the ladies, we will 

be gathering here regularly. 

 

 

     We accomplished a good deal this past year and the camp will have a lot to do for 2026. I 

speak for the officers of Camp 302, thanking all our fellow compatriots for your support and 

encouraging everyone to stay the course. 

 

 
Jim Stephens Adjutant/Editor/Publisher 
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The Camp Meets 

in Mission 

Valley 
     For the final 

business/luncheon/Zoom meeting 

for 2025, members of Camp 302 

and guests gathered at the Family 

Search Center on Saturday, 

November 8, 2025, and officially 

began the meeting at 11:30 AM.  

Members present were as 

follows: Commander Jim 

Millsap, Lieutenant Commander George Faircloth, Adjutant Jim Stephens, Compatriots 

Kevin Park, Simon Reid, Gary Faulk, Jon Hussey and future member Charles Norris. 

Mike Climo joined us from Henderson, Nevada and David Ham from Rio Rancho, New 

Mexico, both via Zoom. We welcomed Friend- of-the-Camp and SCV Robert Zoch and 

Jane Zoch of the United Daughters of the Confederacy as our esteemed guests.  

     After calling the meeting to order, Commander Millsap delivered the Invocation followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to the Confederate Flag. As lunch was provided by the camp 

on this occasion, the commander brought in two pizzas along with water and sodas for all to 

enjoy for lunch. 

     Treasurer Roy Adair was not present as he was in Texas. His Treasurer’s Report was not read 

during the meeting and is therefore noted here: Beginning 09/11/2025, the camp’s account 

balance was $30,326.28. Outlays of $42.00 reimbursement to Jim Millsap for food costs, $49.52 

reimbursement to Jim Stephens for bank checks purchase. $100.00 donation to Porterville 

veterans families due to Porterville government shutdown as requested by Division Commander 

Tod Terry. $.24 cents was earned for bank interest. Closing balance as of 11/06/2025: 

$30,135.40. 

     Adjutant Stephens presented the Camp Roster update which has not changed. Current 

membership still stands at 37 and, as reported, once Charles Norris becomes a member, it will 

change to 38 active members. Stephens also indicated that all new membership cards had been 

distributed. 

     Commander Millsap went over the remainder of the 2025 camp calendar showing that the 

California Division Luncheon at Domingo’s in Boron, CA is set for Saturday, December 6, 

2025; the UDC Christmas Dinner at the Family Search Center is scheduled for Wednesday, 

December 10,2025 at 11:00AM; and The Porterville Veterans Day Parade will be hosted by 

the American Legion 107 on November 11th. Then we have Wreaths Across America at Fort 

Rosecrans and Miramar National Cemeteries on December 13, 2025. Keep in mind that these 

events will be advised in ample time via E-mail to all members. 
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Attendees went over the planned 2026 Camp Calendar as noted here: 

January 

Camp Meeting – Saturday, January 10 

Family Search Center – Mission Valley, 11:00AM – 1:30PM 

 

March 

Camp Meeting – Saturday, March 14 

Family Search Center – Mission Valley, 11:00 AM – 1:30PM 

SCV California Division Convention @ Bakersfield, March 27 – 29 

 

May 

 

Camp Meeting – Saturday, May 9 

Family Search Center – Mission Valley, 11:00AM – 1:30PM 

 

July 

 

Camp Meeting – Saturday, July 11 

Family Search Center – Mission Valley, 11:00AM – 1:30PM 

 

September 

 

Camp Meeting – Saturday, September 12 

Family Search Center – Mission Valley – 11:00AM – 1:30PM  

 

November 

 

Camp Meeting – Saturday, November 14 

Family Search Center – Mission Valley – 11:00AM – 1:30PM 

 

 

Please note: Additional events will be added and some changes to the above calendar can 

occur as the year progresses. Everyone will be advised to these changes via E-mail 

notification. 
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     Adjutant Stephens went over the 2025 camp donations noting the contributions to St. Jude’s 

and Rady’s Children’s Hospitals, San Diego North County Food Bank and the VUMMF, along 

with the recent $100.00 donation to the Porterville, CA Veterans Families. Thanks go out to 

Commander Jim Millsap and Compatriot Jon Hussey who both donated an additional $100 each 

to Porterville.  An upcoming annual donation to the Friends of the Hunley will take place in 

November 2025. Contributions to local charities for 2026 have not been decided upon as of this 

publication.  

     Commander Millsap advised those present of the SCV CHAT program on You Tube and that 

the latest news of the SCV and Southern programing. “Look Around the Confederation: 

Reclaiming the Narrative one week at a Time” can be obtained Monday and Thursday at 7:00PM 

(Central Standard Time). 

     Referring to the discussion on the Blue/Gray Picnic at Admiral Baker, all present agreed that 

this location for 2026 is likely due to its availability and no requirement to show military ID 

cards. Commander Millsap mentioned that cost permitting ($215), a larger shadier cabana may 

be looked at as well as moving the picnic date up to June for more shade. 

     Power Point/Video presentations at future meetings were discussed and Kevin Park was 

thanked for his presentation at the last meeting. Jim Stephens indicated he was working on a 

presentation based on a couple of previous articles he wrote for the newsletter. 

     Commander Millsap talked about his conversations with Jerry Sayre and presented Power 

Point data on a Confederate veteran who is buried at Fallbrook Pioneer Cemetery along with his 

wife. His name is Private McDonald Simcoe, Co B, 34th Texas Calvary, Dismounted. Millsap 

and Sayre will get together and research this at Fallbrook to determine if he is actually buried 

there as no headstone is at the gravesite. The possibility of the camp providing a headstone was 

brought up but there was no definite decision at this juncture. Much more to come on this. 

     During the meeting, all enjoyed the pizza from Papa John’s while Simon Reid strummed on 

his banjo for entertainment. This turned out to be a very good meeting. Jane Zoch provided the 

attendees with copies of the UDC magazine. 

 

     To Adjourn the meeting, Commander Millsap led the group in The Benediction. 

 

 

As a reminder: This and all articles of camp meetings constitute the official minutes of said 

gathering and are maintained on file by the commander and adjutant. Any attending member 

who sees the need for corrections, please advise. 
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Happenings around the Division  

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fresno Camp 1804 has the booth pictured above in front of this red brick castle called the Zalud 

House, which is a museum and historical landmark in Porterville built in 1891. 

 

 

 

     At right, Division Commander 

Tod Terry of Tehachapi Camp 

2048, flanked by Russ Person to 

his left and Glenn Edwards to his 

right, members of Camp 2048, 

proudly march during the parade 

during “Pioneer Days” conducted 

at Porterville in October 2025. 

This event was hosted by his 

camp and the division, which was 

a major sponsor.  
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Pictured here is the gravestone of Private John 

Stewart, buried at Van Dalia Cemetery at Porterville. 

He, along with fifteen other Confederate Veterans are 

buried locally. Division commander Terry and his 

wife, along with members of Tehachapi Camp 2048, 

placed 16 First National flags on these graves. The 

American Legion placed U.S. Flags on some of them 

as well. 

     As history goes, it is never too late to honor a 

person who walked among us so long ago. This 

gravestone was dedicated 112 years after Private 

Stewart’s burial. 

     A debt of gratitude must be given to Commander 

Terry and his camp for all the work they do in this part 

of California to keep our Southern Confederate 

heritage alive and well in the minds of all folks who 

truly respect this country’s history. 

 

 

 

 

 

     As noted in the camp minutes, our appreciation cannot be 

overstated to Commander Jerry Sayre of the Sgt. William Pittenger 

Camp 21 of the SUVCW, pictured at right, who has been working on 

identifying the grave of a Confederate veteran and his wife buried at 

Fallbrook, California’s Pioneer Cemetery. The veteran is Private 

McDonald Simco, Co B, 34th Texas Cavalry, Dismounted. While the 

plot is noted on the cemetery’s map, no grave markers are present at 

the site. It is known that Private Simco died sometime prior to 1899 

as his widow Mary patented 160 acres in San Diego County that 

year. Mary and her daughter are known to have been living in Long 

Beach, California in 1909 based on census records. Mary passed 

away November 1st 1929 in Long Beach and her body was 

transported to Fallbrook for burial next to her husband. Her death 

certificate and obituary confirm this much. Work on research to 

determine the actual death date of McDonald Simco will continue. A 

question arises as to whether there were ever gravestones and, if 

there were, what happened to them? 

     Once again, thanks Jerry for all your work in helping to preserve 

our Civil War History. 

                                                         More division happenings on Page Eleven 
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Confederate Personality: 

Braxton Bragg 

 

 

 

Braxton Bragg was born in Warrenton, North Carolina on 

March 22, 1817. He attended the U.S. Military Academy at 

West Point where he graduated in 1837.  He fought against 

the Seminoles in Florida as seen below. 

 

      

      

 

 

 

 

 

     Between 1846–1848, he served gallantly in the Mexican War where he fought alongside 

future Confederate President, Jefferson Davis.  Later, while a Lieutenant Colonel, Bragg 

resigned his commission in 1856 to become a sugar planter in Louisiana. 

     With the breakout of the Civil War, he would be made a brigadier general in the Confederate 

Army and was assigned to command the coast from Pensacola to Mobile. On September 12, 

1861, he was promoted to major general and assumed command of Albert Sydney Johnston’s 2nd 

Corps, Army of Tennessee (then called the Army of the Mississippi) which he led during the 

Battle of Shiloh on April 6-7, 1862. Upon Johnston’s death during the battle, he was appointed a 

general in the Regular Army to rank from April 6, 1862. In June of that year, he replaced P.G.T. 

Beauregard as commander of the Army of Tennessee and held that post until December 1863. 

     At first, General Bragg did well. He restored discipline, then organized a remarkable 

campaign that carried the army from northern Mississippi into Kentucky. For a short while, it 

appeared that Bragg and his army might reach the Ohio River, but the inconclusive battle of 

Perryville on October 8, 1862 at the hands of Union General D.C. Buell caused Bragg to 

withdraw into central Tennessee. This retreat gave him the reputation of being a general who 

could snatch defeat from the jaws of victory.  
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Unfortunately, Bragg’s reputation dipped even lower when he was forced to withdraw from General W.S. 

Rosecrans following the Battle of Murfreesboro/Stones River in early January 1863. During the battle, 

Bragg managed to maul the Union forces so badly that Rosecrans did not resume the offensive for six 

months. Once again, however, this success was again followed by defeat. 

     After Bragg’s success at the Battle of Chickamauga, where he counterattacked on September 19-20, 

1863, and defeated the Union forces, he began besieging Chattanooga, Tennessee. General Rosecrans 

outwitted him this time and successfully captured the city, a crucial railroad city, without firing a 

shot. In November, General U.S. Grant was able to force Bragg to retire into Georgia. 

     After this defeat, President Davis reluctantly relieved Bragg, upon his own request, giving 

command to General J.E. Johnston. Braxton Bragg, despite some earlier friction, was a favorite 

of Jefferson Davis and was called to Richmond where he was charged, under the direction of the 

President, “with the conduct of the military operations in the armies of the Confederacy.”  After 

General Lee’s appointment as General-in-Chief, Bragg served in North Carolina under Johnston. 

     After the war, Bragg became a chief engineer in 

Mobile, Alabama, working to improve river, bay and 

harbor environment before moving to Galveston, Texas 

where he was employed as a railroad inspector. On 

September 27, 1876, while walking with a friend down 

the street in that city, he collapsed unconscious and was 

dragged into a nearby drug store where he died 10 to15 

minutes later. It was determined from postmortem that 

he suffered from cerebral degeneration of the blood 

vessels or “Fatal Syncope,” an organic disease of the 

heart. He was buried at Mobile, Alabama’s Magnolia 

Cemetery. 

     His military capabilities are argued to this day which 

can be attributed to his personality of self-doubt, quick 

temper, general irritability and, as his staunchest 

supporters admonished, his tendency to insult his men 

and associates during fits of anger and reluctance to 

praise his men for good performance.  Tennessee’s 

soldier Private Sam Watkins had this to say about 

Bragg in his writing: “None of Bragg’s men soldiers ever loved him, they had no faith in his 

ability as a general. He was looked upon as a merciless tyrant. He loved to crush the spirit of the 

men.” Braxton Bragg’s tendency to doubt his own decisions and question his strategy on 

winning may have led him to stop short of ultimate victory many times. Some historians have 

attributed just plain “bad luck” and incompetent subordinates to Bragg’s losses. Whatever the 

cause, this is General Bragg’s place in history. 

 
Sources: Generals in Gray, Ezra J. Warner,   The Civil War, Day-by-Day, Philip Katcher 
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(Division happenings continued from Page Eight) 

     Once again, members of your California Division rendezvoused at Boron, California’s 

Domingo’s Mexican Restaurant 

for the annual Christmas luncheon 

on Saturday, December 6, 2025. 

Commander Jim Millsap and 

Adjutant Jim Stephens attended, 

representing Camp 302. 

     Division Commander, Tod 

Terry, along with Division 

Lieutenant Commander, Greg 

Frazier, headed the attendees that 

included several wives and 

members of division camps 1208, 

2048, 302 and, of course, 

Domingo himself. The food here 

is always excellent and we thank 

Jeanie Terry for the above photo. 

     During the gathering, Tod went 

over the events occurring at the 

division level during the past year, many you will read about in this issue. A key point to 

spotlight here is the fact that the National Billboard Campaign, discussed in the May/June 

2025 issue, went so well that Tod learned from national headquarters that the California Division 

was the first among the confederation to have a billboard up for display. Adding to this, the 

billboard is coming back in 2026.  

     Three big events sponsored by the division: The Jack Ass Mail Run, Porterville Pioneer 

Days, and the Randsburg “Old West Days.” 

Tod reminded us of the SCV_CHAT program 

found on YouTube.  

 At Left, Commander Terry presents The Mayor of 

Porterville at a meeting of the City Council, thus 

becoming a permanent part of the city and 

California history. The division also now has a 

seat on the “Historical Committee,” giving us a 

voice in events. Tod reminds us of the upcoming 

Reconfederation in Bakersfield March 27th, 28th 

and 29th of 2026. 
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Hunley Update 

 
     As Camp 302 is a member of the Friends of the Hunley, it’s a pleasure to report that it has 

now been 25 years since this 40-ft-long, 20-ton historic Confederate submarine was brought to 

the surface off the coast of Charleston in August of 2000 (Clive Cussler’s NUMA team located 

the vessel in 1995). Officially the first combat submarine in history, it would be in February 

1864 that she sank the USS Housatonic, a blockade ship, before disappearing below the waves 

for 131years. 

     Over the years, your newsletter has reported on the latest discoveries in The Hunley’s 

operational techniques and numerous artifacts of the crew and their lives during the restoration 

process. In the July 2018 issue of the Conquered Banner, the article entitled: Horace Hunley and 

his “Fish Boat,” is a detailed history of the Hunley and the grand funeral of the Hunley’s crew 

at Charleston’s Magnolia Cemetery in April 2004. Camp 302’s late chaplain Ernie Powell and 

friend of the camp Gus Goetch were present and in uniform marching in the ceremony. Any 

member desiring to read this article can request a copy from your editor. Thanks to The Blue 

Light, the official newsletter of the Friends of the Hunley, we are kept informed of everything 

that is going on during restoration. Members are reminded that the latest issue of The Blue Light 

is available at our in-person meetings. 

     During the years following the Hunley’s recovery, scientists and historians from around the 

world and Clemson University have worked on its preservation and will continue to work so that 

eventually, this Confederate submarine will be on full display in a planned world-class maritime 

museum outside of the chemically treated, 75,000-gallon preservation tank in which it rests (as 

seen above) between the periods of actual restoration. Researchers have recovered over 1,500 

artifacts from the Hunley, many of which have been successfully restored. Many are on display 

at the Warren Latch Conservatory and museum in Charleston. Many of us in the division have 

viewed this fabulous vessel in awe and it is a must see when visiting Charleston. 
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UDC Luncheon 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The ladies of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, Stonewall Jackson Chapter and guests 

gathered at the LDS Family Search Center in Mission Valley, December 10, 2025 for their 

annual Christmas luncheon. Commander Jim Millsap, Treasurer Roy Adair along with son Brian 

and camp member Simon Reid represented Camp 302. Seen here, Jane Zoch talks to the guest 

while Simon entertains with his banjo. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Season Greetings  

     I hope everyone will have a wonderful Christmas and New 

Year in 2026. It is always a special time of year to celebrate 

with family and friends. Each year, I look forward to a drive 

through the “Living Nativity” at our local Lutheran Church 

before Christmas Eve. It is always fun to greet the church 

actors at the nativity scene and take in the true meaning of 

Christmas. It is also that time of year to reflect and recharge 

for the coming new year. 

     For 2026, we will continue our camp meetings at the 

Family Search Center adjacent to the LDS Church in Mission 

Valley. In addition, we’ll continue to host Zoom meetings at 

our meetings for out-of-town members. This works well for 

our camp. 

     We will also continue with special presentations at camp meetings to keep everyone 

entertained and engaged with our Southern heritage! Onward as we move into 2026. 

 

Merry Christmas to all! 

Your Vigilant Commander 

Jim Millsap 


