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Chuck Norris Joins the Camp 

 

     Once again, fellow compatriots, we give a 

belated welcome to our newest member. So! Let’s 

give a big shoutout to Charles B. Norris, or “CB” as 

he likes to go by.  

     CB came into this world at Naval Medical 

Center, San Diego which all of us Navy and Marine 

Corps vets know as Balboa Naval Hospital. He 

grew up in El Cajon as son of a Navy serviceman. 

Portions of his childhood were spent in Norfolk and 

Green Cove Springs, Virginia. Being at these 

locations, his experiences were broadened, giving 

him an early perspective. CB graduated from 

Grossmont High School in 1964, and he began his 

college education soon after. 

      

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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International Headquarters  

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

P.O. Box 59 

Columbia, Tennessee 38402-0059 

1-800-MY-DIXIE 

 

Salute to the Confederate Flag 

I salute the Confederate Flag with affection, reverence and undying devotion to the cause for which it 

stands. 

Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which we fought. 

To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his 

history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love 

also, and the ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish.” 

Lt. General Stephen D. Lee 

Newsletter 

The Conquered Banner is the official newsletter of Camp 302 and is published each odd-numbered month. 

Permission to reprint material contained in the newsletter in freely given to SCV, MOSB and UDC 

organizations. Commentary and articles are solicited and should be mailed or E-mailed to the Newsletter 

Editor. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the preceding month. Consideration of space may require 

editing. 

Meetings 

The camp meets the 2nd Saturday of each odd-numbered month at various locations which are announced 

in the newsletter and E-mail notification. 

Correspondence 

Membership applications, dues renewals, changes of address and other business should be directed to the 

adjutant. 

Dues 

Annual dues are billed each August and are $50.00 for members. Dues include the Confederate Veteran 

magazine and a newsletter. 

 

 

 

Camp officers 

 

Commander             Jim Millsap 

Lieutenant Commander            George Faircloth 

Adjutant                                    Jim Stephens 

Treasurer                                   Roy Adair 

Webmaster                                Roy Adair 

Chaplain                   Steve Perdue 

Sergeant-at-Arms                      Steve Smith 

Historian                                    Vacant 

Newsletter Editor/Publisher      Jim Stephens 
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     In 1966, he enlisted in the United States Air force. Following training, he was stationed at 

Clark Air Base in the Philippines for 18 months before being reassigned to Norton Air Force 

Base near San Bernardino, California. It was there where he met Barbara, the woman who would 

become his wife. After she saved his life, he knew he wanted to spend it with her, and they were 

soon married. 

     “CB” later completed his undergraduate degree at San Diego State University in 1973 and 

earned an MBA from Texas Christian University in 1982. 

     His professional career included positions with Rohr Industries in Chula Vista, General 

Dynamics in Fort Worth, and Raytheon in Bristol, Tennessee. He eventually returned to San 

Diego to work with General Dynamics Space Systems, which later became United Launch 

Alliance, where he remained until retiring in 2011. Throughout his career, he served in roles 

including industrial and facilities engineering, Master Black Belt, Master Scheduler, Ethics 

Officer, and Material Planner. 

     He and Barbara have three sons and seven grandchildren, who bring them great joy. Over the 

years, they have lived in Lakeside, California, Benbrook, Texas, Bristol, Tennessee, and they 

currently reside in Poway, California. They value spending as much time as possible with their 

growing family. 

     “CB’s” faith has been a central part of his life. Within the United Methodist Church, he 

served as Chairman of Evangelism, taught youth Sunday school, and was a youth leader for over 

20 years. His service included participation in the Sierra Service Project, working primarily on 

tribal lands in Arizona and California. He attended the Walk to Emmaus in 1994 and remained 

active in subsequent walks, as well as in Chrysalis. 

     At Rancho Bernado Community Presbyterian Church (RBCPC), he served as a deacon for 12 

years and was a member of the Officer Nominating Committee for six years and also contributed 

to numerous other special projects. 

 

Let me take the liberty of speaking for all of Camp 302 in welcoming Charles “CB” Norris into 

the Sons of Confederate Veterans. We look forward to his association with us in all our future 

activities. 

 

Your Editor/Publisher 

 

 

 

 

 



VOLUME 34 NUMBER 4                 THE CONQUERED BANNER                  PAGE FOUR 

 

 

Camp 302 Roster of Active Members 
 

 

          Publishing a roster of active members annually started a few years ago, allowing the camp 

to become familiar with their fellow compatriots. It will continue in this issue, including our two 

friends of the SCV and Camp 302. Those who wish to get in touch with someone, please contact 

your publisher/editor. 

 

Roy Adair, Coronado, CA/ San Angelo, TX – John Brown, Buckeye, AZ – Mike Climo, 

Henderson, NV – Rodney Donohoo, San Diego, CA – Donald Douglass, Valley Center, CA – 

George Faircloth, San Diego, CA – Gary Faulk, Chula Vista, CA – David Ham, Rio Rancho, 

NM – Gary Henson, Ash Grove, MO – Charles Hill, San Diego, CA – Steve Hughes, Barstow, 

CA – Jon Hussey, Santee, CA – John Klinedinst, Rancho Santa Fe, CA – Ira Lack, Temecula, 

CA – Chris Lockhart, Ramona, CA – Chuck Meadows, Escondido, CA – Shannon Miller, 

Oceanside, CA – Jim Millsap, Encinitas, CA – Steve Musgrave, La Mesa, CA – Charles 

Norris, Poway, CA – Kevin Park, San Diego, CA – Pence Parsons, San Diego, CA – Steve 

Perdue, Lakeside, CA – Jim Pollard, Alpine, CA – Simon Reid, Peoria, AZ – Othello  

Rowland, Wilburton, OK – Mike Schooling, San Diego, CA – Chris Shelton, Spring Valley, 

CA – Justin Shelton, Spring Valley, CA – Steve Smith, Vista, CA – Travis Smith, Vista, CA – 

Jim Stephens, Oceanside, CA – Michael Stephens, Waleska, GA – Will Tisch, Santee, CA – 

Shawn Turner, El Cajon, CA – Boyd Walsh, San Diego, CA – Steven Winn, San Diego, CA – 

Peter Yancey, San Diego, CA 

 

Friends of the SCV and Camp 302 

 
Robert Zoch, San Diego, CA- Jordon Mantay, Front Royal, VA 

 

 

     It’s great that Camp 302 has members and friends spread out across the country, representing 

a common cause in the Sons of Confederate Veterans. Let us continue this for years to come. 

 

Jim Stephens, Adjutant/Editor/Publisher 

 

jtstephens@cox.net 
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Confederate Personality 

James Longstreet 

One of the more controversial Confederate generals of the time 

was none other than James Longstreet. His direct and vocal 

disagreement with General Lee over battlefield strategy 

during the Gettysburg Campaign would result in some 

animosity between the two but still lead Lee to endearingly 

refer to this highly capable field commander as my “Old 

War Horse.” He picked up another sobriquet, “Old Pete,” 

from his classmates at West Point after a family nickname. 

     Born in 1821 in South Carolina, his family would soon 

relocate to Georgia where they owned a cotton plantation 

near what would become the village of Gainesville. 

     Young Longstreet attended Richmond County Academy 

near Agusta, Georgia in 1830. In 1838, he desired to enroll at 

West Point Military Academy, but since the vacancy from his 

district in Georgia had been previously filled, all was not lost. 

Living in Alabama at the time and with a strong family 

acquaintance and influence with Alabama Congressman 

Chapman, James was recommended to Secretary-of-War 

Joel Poinsett and Longstreet’s appointment to the United 

States Military Academy was accepted and he became a 

member of the class of 1842. 

     The Mexican War of 1846-1848 saw a young, breveted Second Lieutenant Longstreet 

experiencing a good deal of combat, winning great praise from his superiors for his actions 

throughout the war, particularly at Monterrey where he received a promotion to First Lieutenant. 

The Mexican War was virtually a proving ground for the tactics and field commands of the 

future American Civil War, where men like Robert E. Lee, Ulysses Grant, Longstreet himself, 

Richard Ewell and George Pickett, among many others, would become key players in the 

Confederate and Union Armies. These men knew each other well, they fought together and 

socialized together, becoming close friends. Longstreet and Grant were very close. Longstreet 

once said when speaking of their poker playing days that Grant would only get into a game if the 

betting was low. He was wounded in his thigh during the Battle of Chapultepec while leading his 

men up a hill carrying their flag. Before collapsing, he handed the flag off to Lieutenant George 

Pickett who carried it over the wall of the fortress. In his memoirs, Longstreet wrote little of his 

personal feelings and thoughts during the Mexican War, but he did concentrate on military 

tactics and engagements during that time. 
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     Throughout the war, Longstreet carried with him a daguerreotype of his longtime sweetheart, 

Louise Garland, who lived in Virginia. They desired to marry before the war but, she being too 

young, they held off until Longstreet returned to the States. They married on March 8,1848 at 

Lynchburg and honeymooned on the way to his next assignment as recruiting officer at 

Poughkeepsie, New York. In August of that year, they travelled to Missouri to attend the 

wedding of Ulysses Grant and Julia Dent. After returning to the East, James and Louise reported 

to Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania for duty. Their first child, John 

Garland Longstreet, was born there and would become one of ten 

children born to Louise and James. Much later in life, 

Longstreet’s second wife, Helen Dorch Longstreet, wrote in 

her book that early on, James tried to raise his children in a 

strict military manner. It was not going to work. He soon 

turned parenting duties over to Louise Seen at Left with two of 

her boys. 

     In 1849, the couple reported for duty at San Antonio, 

Texas where they would spend several pleasant years there as 

well as Fort Bliss near El Paso. The quarters for officers in San 

Antonio were far from pleasant, but Louise’s father, Colonel 

John Garland, was there as commander of the 8th Infantry that 

Longstreet was assigned to. He started out as Chief of 

Commissary but later requested transfer to the cavalry. One 

reason was that an additional forty dollars a month came 

along with it that helped feed his growing family. He spent 

three years patrolling the frontier and Comanche territory to 

protect immigrants coming into the state. In 1852, Longstreet was promoted 

to Captain of infantry in the regular army. 

         He was dispatched back East in 1854 as a courier. Louise and children would later join him 

in Washington D.C. where, sadly, their one-year-old son, William, became ill and died in July. 

After the funeral, they would journey back West to Fort Bliss. Ft. Bliss was in the Department of 

New Mexico, of which Louise’s father, now Brigadier General, was in command. Reporting to 

the 8th Infantry, Longstreet was put in command of Company K, relieving 1st Lieutenant George 

Pickett who was to report to Washington Territory in 1855. As in San Antonio, the 8th Infantry 

was charged to protect farmers, ranchers and townsfolk from raiding Indians, particularly the 

Mescalero Apache whose raids were increasing. On one sixteen-day mission, while pursuing the 

raiders, Longstreet had one of his civilian guides killed. Longstreet’s men suffered bitter cold 

from ice storms and the cold. 

     For the most part, James and Louise considered the four-year tour at Fort bliss the happiest 

time of their lives. The many attractions and social activities for the military personnel, both 

officer and enlisted and their families were enjoyable and the interaction with the friendly 

Mexican civilians there and in El Paso was, as one wife put it, “Most delightful.” During this 

time, Louise was close to her parents. 
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     With the War-Between-the-States breaking out, Longstreet would resign his commission in 

the U.S. Army and head to Richmond where he would be commissioned a brigadier general in 

the Confederate Army. He was assigned to the staff of General P.G.T. Beauregard and fought in 

the first Battle of Manassas (Bull Run) in July 1861. In the Second Manassas, August 29-30 

1862, Longstreet was initially slow to attack but distinguished himself with a ferocious 

counterattack that shattered the Union Army on August 30th.          

    After the Battle of Antietam on September 17, 1862, Longstreet was promoted to lieutenant 

general and given the command of I Corps in General Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. In that 

capacity he took part in the Confederate victory at Fredicksburg on December 13, 1862. Then 

came Gettysburg! As fate would have it, the decisive Confederate defeat there would foster so 

much ill feeling toward Longstreet from many of his fellow 

commanders as well as the general Southern population for 

decades after the war ended. Longstreet would spend those 

post-war years defending his reputation. Even after his death, 

his widow, Helen, devoted her life to his defense.   What 

caused this?  

   At left: an artist’s rendition of Longstreet at Gettysburg on July 2, 1863.   

     Detailing the extensive planning that went into Lee’s next 

big campaign is too much for this publication; however, let’s 

go over some basics and look at it as it is related to General 

Longstreet. 

     Shortly after the death of Stonewall Jackson on May 10, 

1863. Longstreet described Jackson’s death as a “Great 

Misfortune,” and, as General Lee declared: It is a terrible loss 

and I don’t know how to replace him.” Longstreet and 

Jackson were never close. Both men had such opposing 

temperaments and personalities, but were of such dual 

incomparable generalship to the Confederate Army under Lee’s command, making the Army of 

Northern Virginia a winning force up to now. It is no doubt that Lee was greatly concerned about 

his army and its survival should he lose Longstreet. 

     From May 11th to the 13th of May, Lee and Longstreet conferred on the upcoming summer 

campaign. What occurred during this time, as Longstreet would later say, was the basis for his 

disagreement with Lee at Gettysburg. One aspect, as Longstreet would later write, was the 

offensive/defensive concept of the proposed Northern invasion. Plus, his alternate suggestion to 

Lee of sending General Johnson with two divisions to assist General Bragg in confronting 

Rosecrans and advancing into Kentucky was rejected by Lee. 

     With the eventual decision to invade Pennsylvania and take the fight to the enemy as Lee 

wanted, he hoped it would take pressure off Richmond and the beleaguered Vicksburg, while 

garnering much needed supplies and sparing the Old Dominion of Union advances that summer. 

Hoping to cause despair in Northern moral was also a key Lee argument. 
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     Longstreet proposed that the invasion should be of a defensive nature to get the Union forces 

to attack, thus placing the federals at a disadvantage resulting in greater losses such as they 

incurred at Fredericksburg. This was contrary to Lee’s offensive policy of attacking and 

confronting the enemy head-on. Longstreet later wrote that Lee eventually came around to his 

way of thinking. However, in 1868 Lee contradicted that and stated that he never agreed to 

Longstreet’s proposal. 

     Lee ventured to Richmond for a meeting with Davis to present his invasion plan, who, after 

much deliberation and with the approval of his cabinet, gave the go-ahead. During this period, 

Lee did an extensive reorganization of his army. On June 3, 1863 The Army of Northern 

Virginia began its Pennsylvania campaign with three army corps, with Longstreet commanding 

the 1st Corps. Under him were Generals Lafayette McLaws, John Hood and George Pickett. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lafayette McLaws 

 

 
                                                       John Bell Hood                                                                 George Pickett 

                                                                                                               

     Longstreet’s Corps crossed the Potomac on the 25th and 26th of June. It was reported that the 

men were in high spirits and were cheering and yelling so much so that Hood reported, with the 

issuing of whiskey to the troops, he had the sober men trying to keep the drunks from killing 

each other. During the unopposed march north, one Alabamian wrote in his diary: “We 

breakfasted in Virginia, dined in Maryland and took supper in Pennsylvania.” 

     Throughout the march, Lee and Longstreet conferred constantly with Lee seeking 

Longstreet’s advice and counsel. Lee’s reliance on Longstreet is best described by Lieutenant 

Colonel Arthur Fremantle of the British Army’s Coldstream Guards. As Fremantle noted: “Lee 

was never far from Longstreet, relying very much on his judgement and that Longstreet’s men 

considered him the best fighter in the whole army.” As part of Lee’s strategy, and with 

concurrence from Longstreet, intending that Stuart could take attention away from the movement 

of Lee’s main army. On June 22nd and 23rd, Jeb Stuart and three of his brigades were issued 

orders to begin his ride around the federal forces collecting information and supplies, keeping 

Lee well informed of Union troop movements from Washington. Unfortunately, Stuart’s 

movements for the next week would play a part in the eventual outcome of the Gettysburg 

Campaign. As Stuart and his men rode east, they would soon disappear, leaving Lee without any 

communique and updates on Union movements as there were constant questions regarding his 

whereabouts. 



VOLUME 34 NUMBER 4          THE CONQUERED BANNER            PAGE NINE 

 

     Lee kept two of Stuart’s brigades close by expecting Stuart’s communiques. With this not 

happening, Lee’s anxiety grew.  

     Some solid intelligence did come his way on the 28th of June when Longstreet’s spy, Henry 

Harrison, reported in from his trip to Washington where he learned the Union Army was in 

Maryland moving toward Pennsylvania. Major General George Meade was in command after 

relieving Joseph Hooker. Lee now had to act fast and get his scattered troops concentrated and 

move them along with his wagons and artillery rapidly toward Cashtown or Gettysburg to get 

ahead of the Federals. 

     Camped near Cashtown several miles west of Gettysburg, two of General Powell Hill’s Third 

Corps had received reports of a large cache of shoes warehoused at Gettysburg. When they 

arrived there, they encountered Union cavalry and immediately withdrew. The next day, July 1st, 

Division Commander Henry Heth requested that he be allowed to reenter the town to retrieve the 

shoes. This was granted. Longstreet and Lee had ridden out to South Mountain near Cashtown 

where they heard the booming of artillery and musket fire. July 1st would be the day Lee was 

drawn into a battle he did not want. Later that day, Longstreet would join Lee on Seminary 

Ridge where they observed units of Hill’s and Ewell’s Corps driving the broken Union troops 

through the streets of Gettysburg, and observed numbers of wounded Confederates along with 

large numbers of federal prisoners being pushed to the rear. Lee had issued orders earlier to his 

commanders that at no time was the enemy to be engaged until his entire three-army corps were 

in place. What started out as a routine encounter with two Union corps that were now in 

Gettysburg, the First and the Eleventh, these two opposing forces were now in a major fight. The 

Union men put up a valiant fight but were driven out of town to the hills and ridges south and 

east of town. The federals suffered heavy casualties with their commander, Major General John 

F. Reynolds, killed in the engagement as seen below left. 

    Let’s pause here for a moment and consider 

what Lee’s army was up against as Longstreet 

and Lee, from their vantage point, observed the 

fighting on the 1st. These two men would have 

opposing views of what was happening and 

what lay ahead. It would lead to very vocal and 

heated exchanges of ideas and strategies 

between the two men for continuing the fight. 

     As Longstreet saw it, the Union route and 

retreat from the town and regrouping in the hills 

and ridges east and south of town would be near 

impossible to capture. This would be an advantage to the Confederates if Lee would allow him to 

immediately move his troops and flank the federals, placing Longstreet’s Corps between them 

and General Meade’s forces coming in from Washington. This expert field tactician knew it was 

better to let the Union troops attack them in their defensive positions, resulting in heavier 

casualties just as they received at Fredericksburg. But if they were going to attack the Union 

troops intrenched in the hills, they needed to do it now. 
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     Lee saw it differently. He wished to wait until the following day and then attack. He wanted 

his entire army in place. His offensive ire was up. General Lee’s reasoning in objecting to 

Longstreet’s strategy had some truth in it. Without Stuart’s intelligence reports, he had no idea 

where Meade’s other corps was and with Stuart out of the picture, he was blind. 

     An angry Longstreet, along with the other corps commanders, would confer with Lee 

throughout the day where he told them that he intended to attack early the next morning. Lee was 

bent on attacking Union forces on Cemetery Hill on the 2nd even though Colonel Armistead 

Long of his staff concurred, after a reconnaissance of the position, that it would be impossible to 

take if additional enemy forces reached the hill. That evening, he rode off to join his men and be 

near the troops of Mclaws and Hood a few miles outside of Gettysburg. Some reported that Lee 

was flushed with victory on the 1st. After the war, Longstreet wrote in his memoirs, which had 

many ex-Confederates and Lee supporters incensed as to what he said about Lee’s reaction, the 

following: “He seemed under a subdued excitement, which occasionally took possession of him 

when the hunt was up that threatened his equipoise.” They felt that Longstreet was impugning 

Lee, saying that he had lost his judgement and temper that day. 

     The following day, Thursday, July 2, 1863, events would haunt Longstreet until the end of his 

life and that of Confederate history. We do not have the time or space here to go over the 

planning and misinformation to and from division and corps commanders regarding the fighting 

that took place around Gettysburg on those fateful three days in July of 1863. 

     Longstreet was aware of Lee’s intent to attack that morning but did not know where the attack 

would occur and with what force. He still believed he could change Lee’s mind and go into a 

defensive stance. Of course, this would not happen and during the morning as Lee, Longstreet 

and other commanders went over the maps, other disagreements took place. For example, Lee 

told Longstreet to place one of his divisions at this location and an irritated Longstreet said “No, 

I want it here.” Keep in mind that Longstreet was a dedicated soldier and, as such, he would 

follow orders from his commanding general though, as we will see, slow and reluctantly. 

     Fighting that day was intense and confusing to say the least. Walter Taylor of General Lee’s 

staff described the efforts of July 2nd as a “Disjointed effort fought by divisions and brigades” 

attacking with no concentrated movement by the main army corps, particularly that of 

Longstreet’s 1st Corps as the disgruntled commander moved up the Emmitsburg Road slowly 

with McLaws and Hood’s divisions. A junior staff officer noted at the time that Longstreet 

sulked and showed signs of depression and slowness to move. Lee knew that Longstreet was a 

good fighter when he was in place but became disturbed when he did not hear Longstreet’s guns 

preceding his attack which should have taken place. 

     At the end of the day on the 2nd, the fighting was ending. With losses and gains, some of 

Hood’s troops were constructing barricades with boulders on the western slope of Little Round 

Top to protect the barren ground they had obtained and the Confederates still held on at the 

Peach Orchard. “Jeb” Stuart’s men, after finally rejoining the main army, were manning trenches 

in front of the enemy. 
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     As Douglas Southhall Freeman points out in his narrative, The valuable lessons learned by the 

Confederate victory at Chancellorsville with the entire army working in unison to strike a 

decisive blow was lost with the piecemeal efforts of divisions and brigades on day 2 at 

Gettysburg. With these lessons “Unlearned,” the Confederate Army would be set back a year. 

     Now we come to what Freeman calls Longstreet’s Bitterest Day. With the intrinsic details of 

strategy, miscommunication and wrong calls, what went on that fateful July 3rd of 1863? 

Historians and military strategists have written volumes detailing troop movements, the fighting 

and the decisions leaders on both sides made during that fateful campaign. We, of course, must 

look to Lieutenant General James Longstreet and what he did and could have done that may have 

altered the outcome of Lee’s Gettysburg Campaign. 

     Still not reconciled to Lee’s offensive strategy, and considering this move extremely 

dangerous, he could not shake his commanding general’s conviction that the Confederates 

needed to break the Union center. He would later say that he, “was never so depressed as he was 

on that day.” Longstreet was directed to throw his entire 15,000 men of the 1st Corps at 

Cemetery Ridge. Longstreet told Lee, “General, I have been a soldier all my life. I have been 

with soldiers engaged in fights by couples, by squad, companies, regiments and armies and 

should know, as well as anyone what soldiers can do. It is my opinion that no 15,000 men ever 

arrayed in battle can take that position.” 

      With two of his divisions 

under McLaws and Hood 

tied down at the round tops, 

Lee agreed with Longstreet 

in leaving them there and 

giving him men from 

Heath’s and Pender’s 

divisions.  Not knowing and 

fearful of the condition of 

these men from A.P. Hill’s 

Corps and their untried and 

weakened state from the previous day’s fighting, Longstreet viewed the 1400 yards of ground 

these men would have to cross and the fearful bombardment they would receive from Federal 

batteries positioned on the Round Tops (as seen above). This would prove to be one of the many 

mistakes made at Gettysburg. Later, Longstreet, with the way he was feeling at the time, would 

state that Lee should have placed another officer in charge of the assault who had more 

confidence in his offensive plan. Lee’s answer to Longstreet’s argument was that with Stonewall 

Jackson dead, he had no other subordinate with the experience or military grasp as Longstreet. 

Along with Lee, the two men rode the entire length of the 1st Corps checking on the details of the 

upcoming assault. He was not pleased with the overt supervision he was receiving from Lee. 
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     No study, no discussion, no reference to the Battle of Gettysburg is ever made without 

looking at the impact of Pickett’s Charge across the wide expanse of open ground toward 

Cemetery Ridge on that fateful July 3rd. The heroics and courage of the men and leaders of the 

various units involved are subjects of numerous accounts. 

     Longstreet placed his favorite division commander, General George Edward Pickett, and his 

Virginia Division to share in the final mid-afternoon attempt to break the Union center, a move 

he never wanted to make. Earlier, he had sent a note to his chief artillerist, Colonel E.P. 

Alexander, telling him that if his guns could not silence or slow down the enemy fire from 

Cemetery Ridge, he would hold Pickett from moving forward. Alexander’s return note indicated 

that a waste of artillery shells would be required just to test the return fire from Union positions. 

This, along with smoke from the exchanges, would obscure good observation. Several messages 

between the two men continued with Longstreet insisting that he wished to save his men if the 

artillery had no effect. He authorized Alexander to order the infantry attack provided he saw 

good results. 

     Longstreet had his troops in position early in the afternoon and had around 150 guns in place 

to commence bombardment. After scanning the field of operation, he sent word to his artillery 

chief to begin firing. In a short time, one gun after another opened up. At first slow to respond, 

the Federals started their own salvo. Soon the entire area was blanketed in smoke. The 

Confederates had more guns and initially, it was thought the Federals had moved some of their 

guns back. The Union fire was, however, deliberate and effective and Longstreet knew that the 

infantry must move now in order for the attack to be successful. One can only imagine what it 

was to be on this field of battle and witness the shaking and rumbling of over 200 Confederate 

and Union cannon delivering death and destruction as trees, rocks and boulders shattered and the 

smell of expended gun powder and smoke shrouded everything. As Freeman would write, “… 

still high in the heaven, the sun was veiled as unwilling to witness the murder of the sons of 

light.” 
At left, Confederates attacking 

across open ground toward 

Cemetery Ridge.   
     Colonel Alexander 

messaged Longstreet that 

he was running out of  

ammunition and that he 

must attack immediately. 

Longstreet then rode out 

to meet Pickett. The two 

men dismounted. Facing 

each other, Pickett asked, 

“Shall I advance?” All Longstreet could do was silently lower his head without speaking. 

Pickett took this as his answer. Longstreet then went to Alexander who was engaged in firing his 

guns in the Peach Orchard. They both thought they saw Union cannon being hauled away from 

the ground Pickett was to storm and Union firing slackening. Apparently, a misunderstanding of 

Alexander’s messages of running out of ammunition, Longstreet ordered him to halt Pickett’s 

movement until he could replenish his stock and support the army’s advance. Alexander told him 

that it would take over an hour to do so; too late to support Pickett and improve the situation. 
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The emotional Longstreet replied, “I don’t want to make this charge. I don’t believe it can 

succeed. I would stop Pickett now, but that General Lee has ordered it and expects it.” Both men 

were silent, Longstreet not willing to ask Alexander if he agreed with him and Alexander 

thinking it was not appropriate to express an 

opinion unless directed to do so. 

     We are about to bring to a close this 

portion of James Longstreet’s march into 

history. He observed Pickett gloriously 

charging ahead with every intention of 

reaching the Union lines. There was no 

stopping him now. Pickett, leading the 

brigades and regiments—many untested—

moved forward with the deathly rain of 

hundreds of rounds from Federal guns upon 

them as these brave Confederates proudly 

answered with their rebel yell despite the 

torn gaps in their line and their battle flags 

falling, to be picked up time and time again. 
At Left, a depiction of Brig. Gen Lewis Armistead 

reaching the Union lines with his hat on his sword 

     It was not long before remnants of these units with their wounded and staggering survivors 

stumbled to the rear. Union soldiers who had escaped some of the 

inaccurate shelling that preceded the charge stormed out of their low-lying 

positions to confront the Confederates who had made it that far. So soon 

after the attack began, it was over. General Lee’s army was in array. The 

Pennsylvania incursion a failure. 

     The Englishman, Colonel Fremantle, seen at right, who, along with 

Longstreet, observed the attack and repulse had this to say: “I wouldn’t 

have missed this for anything.” Longstreet replied, “The devil you 

wouldn’t, I would have liked to have missed it much; we’ve attacked and 

have been repulsed: Look there!” 

     To illustrate the fruitlessness of the failed attack. Brigadier General 

Wilcox, who continued to lead his Alabama brigade forward wrote in 

unconcealed disgust: “Not a man of the division I was ordered to support 

could I see.” All Lee and Longstreet could do now was to gird for a 

counterattack and make preparations for withdrawal. 

     The Gettysburg Campaign, if successful, had much to offer to the 

Confederacy. General Lee’s strategy of moving the Army of Northern 

Virginia into Pennsylvania to entice the Federals away from Virginia, 

taking pressure off Richmond, was working. Another objective that had 

merit was to place a direct threat to Washington and hopefully encourage a 

war-weary Northern populace to push for peace. A bonus to the invasion 

would be obtaining much-needed supplies with the army living off the 

land. What went wrong? 
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     Longstreet’s strategy of getting his troops wedged between the 

oncoming forces of General George Meade, Seen at Right, and the 

limited Union strength in the Gettysburg area, was sound, forcing 

the federals to attack Confederate forces who, by then, would be in 

a much better defensive position. This would delay enemy 

movement, giving Lee a chance to get all three of his corps in a 

much better position to regroup and improve the logistics they 

sorely needed this far into Northern territory. After the war, 

General Meade wrote that he, likewise, feared Lee would move his 

forces in the position that Longstreet favored, knowing he would be 

seriously hampered. 

     Despite the disjointed efforts and delays of Lee’s three corps 

arriving on site, the 1st and 2nd days’ fighting favored the 

Confederates and, if the attack on the 3rd day had been held back, 

this might have bought some time. However, Pickett’s attack with 

his many untried and green troops who had never seen combat and, regardless of their bravery, 

proved disastrous. Some blame has been placed on Jeb Stuart for not keeping Lee informed of 

Union troop movements, location and strength that made Lee unable to make clear decisions. 

     An exuberant and overconfident Lee, anxious to meet the enemy head on, and with this added 

to Longstreet’s persistent depression of not seeing a victory with Lee’s plan added to the delay in 

getting his troops in place, can be given some thought. The mental and physical conditions of 

these two men must be considered. We do know that Lee was not in top physical condition and 

this may have played a part in his decision making. Several months prior to his move into 

Pennsylvania, Lee was known to have experienced heart problems. Modern cardiologists and 

historians widely believe Lee suffered a 

Myocardial Infraction (heart attack) in 

early 1863. Some have suggested that he 

was being bothered by this while at 

Gettysburg. 
At Left, as Colonel Alexander recalled, Lee told 

his men: “Don’t be discouraged, it was all my 

fault.” 

  James Longstreet: the professional 

soldier who, in the end, would follow 

the direction of his commanding officer. 

He and Lee, despite their critical 

differences of opinion during the 

Gettysburg campaign, maintained a 

close friendship that was affectionate, 

considerate and even tender from first to last. As Longstreet would later write: “There were 

never any harsh words between us.” 
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     The extensive and intricate actions during the military campaign at Gettysburg by both sides 

must be studied in great detail for a full understanding. With the defeat and withdrawal from 

Gettysburg, the Confederacy had reached, as has been quoted many times, its High Tide. 

    Here, we’ve looked at the interaction and decisions of our two key players, just touching the 

surface of operations during the battle. This concludes the first half of James Longstreet’s story. 

The second half of his military career and life will be covered in an upcoming issue of this 

newsletter. 

 

Jim Stephens 

 

Sources: 1) General James Longstreet, the Confederacy’s most controversial soldier, Jeffery D. Wert, 1993 

                  2) Lee’s Lieutenants, Volume 3, Gettysburg to Appomattox, 1944 

                  3) The Civil War, Day by Day, Phillip Katchner, 2010 

                  4) Time-Life Books, The Civil War-Gettysburg, 1985 

 

 

 

Camp 302 Onboard the USS Midway 
 

 Tuesday, June 23rd, members and guests boarded the USS Midway for its second camp-

sponsored tour of this iconic aircraft carrier. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured L to R: Ilan Bergman, Roy Adair, Gary Faulk, Debbie Cooper, Robert Zoch, Jane Zoch, 

Jim Stephens, Jim Millsap, and Jon Hussey 



VOLUME 34 NUMBER 4       THE CONQUERED BANNER      PAGE SIXTEEN 

 
     While not as many members and guests attended this year as in the past, everyone present 

enjoyed themselves, visiting portions of the Midway that no one grows tired of, such as The 

Voices of Midway, a fifteen-minute movie highlighting the Battle of Midway, the turning point of 

the war in the Pacific during WWII, that gave the Midway its name. 

     Members leisurely strolled the hangar deck and flight deck, getting their workout climbing 

the four ladders to see the sights in the Island (the superstructure of the ship as it is called). It is 

always good to have Roy along on these treks as he can share his experiences of being a former 

navigator and special weapons officer on this ship. 

     Several of us enjoyed a great lunch at Café 41(the restaurant on the Midway,) while others of 

the group continued to tour the ship’s many sites on their own. What follows are several photos 

of the group on the ship: 

 

 

 
Members, at left, gather around the A7 Corsair attack 

plane on the flight deck. Roy demonstrated to some how 

the launch bar works on the catapult.  

  
     

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                              

 

 
 Jim Millsap &  

Roy in the 

bridge                                                                   
   

 
                                      
                                         Above, Roy explains to Gary Faulk landing                                        
                                       procedures while in the A6 Intruder ready room     
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The group at left poses in Primary flight 

Control in the Island. Jon Hussey’s 

grandson Ilan stands next to Roy. 

At right, Roy talks with the Midway docent at the Engine Order 

Telegraph (Lee Helm) while on the bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

At left, Roy and Jim listen as the docent explains general 

operations on the Navigation Bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This concluded the USS Midway tour for 2026. For all our camp and division members who 

missed it this year, we’ll plan another for 2027. Remember, there is always something new to 

see. 



VOLUME 34 NUMBER 4     THE CONQUERED BANNER       PAGE EIGHTEEN 

 

 

GREETINGS FROM THE 

COMMANDER 

 
     Hope everyone is doing well as we enter the 

summer months. Our July camp meeting has 

been moved to Saturday, August 1st at the 

Family Search Center, so keep your eye out for 

an email update. 

     The LDS Church reached out to the camp and 

a small group attended the public tour of the 

Mormon Temple in San Diego on June 30th. 

Pictured left to right: Connie and Jim Millsap, 

Jim Stephens, Jon and Jennifer Hussey who were 

fortunate to attend the tour. 

     The 131st SCV National convention will be 

coming up on July 16-18 in Lexington, 

Kentucky at the Marriot Griffin Gate resort and I 

plan to attend. This is an election year for the 

SCV National officers. This should also be fun 

visiting the Kentucky Bluegrass horse country, 

and a bourbon distillery tour is on the schedule, 

along with a tour of the Kentucky Military 

Museum. 

      

     On August 23rd, Sunday, we will have our annual Blue/Gray BBQ at Admiral Baker Picnic 

Park, so mark your calendar. 

      

     Look for an E-mail update for our next camp meeting on August 1st at the Family Search  

Center in Mission Valley. 

 

 

Your Vigilant Commander…Deo Vindice 

 

Jim Millsap, Camp 302 Commander. 

 
 

 

 
 


