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Bringing Annie Home

...her place in our circle, which I always hoped one day to enjoy, is forever vacant...
but join me in saying His will be done!

Robert E. Lee

As promised in our last issue, we’ll discuss Anne
Carter Lee’s final days, the exhumation of her remains
and returning her to-the family burial vault in-Lee Chapel
on the grounds of Washington & Lee University.

This article and many of the photos are adapted from
Elizabeth W. Roberson’s excellent story originally
published in the June 1995 issue of Blue & Gray
Magazine, which I personally consider a fine Civil War
publication, presenting unbiased descriptions of battles,
events and personalities involved in that conflict.

Anne Carter Lee was born at Arlington House in
Virginia in 1839. Anne had a reddish birthmark on her
face and a scar resulting from an accidental puncturing of
one of her eyes with a pair of scissors when she was 6
years old. Being self-conscience of her appearance
throughout her life, she avoided having photos of herself.
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International Headquarters
Sons of Confederate Veterans
P.O. Box 59
Columbia, Tennessee 38402-0059
1-800-MY-DIXIE

Salute to the Confederate Flag
I salute the Confederate Flag with affection, reverence and undying devotion to the cause for which it
stands.

Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which we fought.
To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his
history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love
also, and the ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish.”

Lt. General Stephen D. Lee

Newsletter
The Conquered Banner is the official newsletter of Camp 302 and is published each odd-numbered month.
Permission to reprint material contained in the newsletter in freely given to SCV, MOSB and UDC
organizations. Commentary and articles are solicited and should be mailed or E-mailed to the Newsletter
Editor. Deadline for submissions is the 15" of the preceding month. Consideration of space may require
editing.

Meetings
The camp meets the 2nd Saturday of each odd-numbered month at various locations which are announced
in the newsletter and E-mail notification.

Correspondence
Membership applications, dues renewals, changes of address and other business should be directed to the
adjutant.

Dues
Annual dues are billed each August and are $50.00 for members. Dues include the Confederate Veteran
magazine and a newsletter.

Camp officers

Commander Jim Millsap
Lieutenant Commander George Faircloth
Adjutant Jim Stephens
Treasurer Roy Adair
Webmaster Roy Adair
Chaplain Steve Perdue
Sergeant-at-Arms Steve Smith
Historian Vacant
Newsletter Editor/Publisher  Jim Stephens
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General Lee tended to favor Annie over all of his children, and from early on, always called
her “Gentle Annie.” As she was growing up, Lee gave her more consideration and
care, most likely due to her appearance; he even bequeathed more
money to her in his will, believing that she would probably never
marry.

While attending Virginia Female Institute in 1855 with her
sister Elenor Agnes Lee, pictured at right, Annie, like many ™ W
others, was caught up in the Christian revival movement -
sweeping the country at the time and would be confirmed in -
the Episcopal Church. Unfortunately, just before taking final ~
examinations prior to graduation, Annie became ill with an '.
undiagnosed malady and would never be completely well
after that.

Anne’s mother, Mary Custis Lee, seen below in her wheelchair,
herself never a strong woman, suffered from debilitating arthritis
from an early age and was bedridden quite often. As with many
arthritic patients in those days, she was prescribed hot mineral springs

baths by her doctor to relive the pain. She
visited spas all over the country, including
Virginia, North Carolina and even in Canada
where she found some relief.

With the War-Between-The-States breaking
out, Lee felt it necessary to move the family
from Arlington House overlooking the Potomac
to “White House.” This home belonged to the
Lee family in Yorktown, Virginia, and was the
very home in which George Washington
married Martha Custis.

The family lived there for several months
until General McClellan and his troops began
moving up the peninsula toward Richmond.
Once again, Lee was forced to move them to
Edmund Ruffin’s home near Harrison’s
Landing. While General Lee was away and busy
campaigning, it wasn’t long before Union troops

made their way to the Ruffin property where Mary and her family were placed under house
arrest. Just prior to the Seven Days Battle, they were allowed to leave with General McClellan
personally escorting Mary and her daughters to their awaiting carriage.
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With Lee now heavily tied down with military affairs and Mrs. Lee’s arthritis becoming more
severe in the early spring of 1862, she and her daughters were invited by a kinsman, William
Duke Jones, to visit. Mary accepted his invitation to take in the water treatment, and she and the

girls travelled to North Carolina.
Jones was owner and proprietor of
a hotel and Sulphur hot springs in
Warrenton County. Several hot
springs were there, and the large
hotel was impressive with guest
cottages and shaded walkways on
the grounds. Lush lawns all over
had adults and children playing
croquet and ten pins. Hundreds of
folks from all over the country
came there for relief.
While in attendance all summer.
Mrs. Lee found the waters greatly
easing her pain. She had to cut their
visit short, however, when Annie
suddenly became ill in early Fall,
suffering from chills and fever. The
resort physician, Dr. Frank Patterson, diagnosed her as having Typhoid Fever which was
surprising as no known cases were reported in the area. Anne’s condition deteriorated rapidly
with her lapsing into a coma on the 19 of October, never regaining consciousness. Anne Carter

Lee passed away on the morning of October 20™. Pictured above is what remained of the Jones Hotel as it
appeared in 1940. Annie died in the upstairs bedroom on the right.

Mary had to decide whether to bury Annie locally or transport her body back to Virginia. That
would entail travelling over 200 miles and having to get through enemy lines at some points. The
Jones family graciously offered
Mary Lee a burial plot in their
family cemetery which she
gladly accepted. Annie was
placed in a simple pine coffin
with her body covered by
flowers. Her grave was dug by
the Jones’ devoted slave Overton
“Oak” Fogg, pictured at right. :

Mrs. Lee reported that Annie was
placed in a lovely, secluded spot.

Shortly afterward, Mrs. Lee
and daughters departed for
Richmond. Later, when General Lee was informed of Anne’s death, as was his nature, he bore
his great sadness stoically. In a letter to his wife, Lee said, “To know that I shall never see her again
on earth, that her place in our circle, which I always hoped one day to enjoy, is forever vacant...”
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Despite his victory at the Battle of
Fredericksburg in December of 1862, Lee
wrote another letter expressing his grief: “In
the quiet hours of night, when there is nothing
to lighten the full weight of my grief, I feel as if
I should be overwhelmed.”

In 1866, the people of Warrenton, North
Carolina erected the monument as seen here
that was a 16-foot-tall obelisk cut from
native granite by an invalid Confederate
soldier, Zerald Crowder of General Braxton
Bragg’s army, himself a native of
Warrenton. The inscription at the base of
the monument was written by Lee. Two of
the lines are from one of Annie’s favorite
hymns: “Perfect and true are all His ways,
whom heaven adores and earth.obeys.”

Lee was invited to the ceremony
commemorating the new monument but
could not attend due to Mrs. Lee’s illness.
His two sons, Rooney Lee and George

Washington Custis Lee, were present. A newspaper man from Virginia at the time reported that
between 1,200 and 1, 600 folks were on hand for the ceremony.

In 1870, as our readers noted in the previous issue of this newsletter, Lee and daughter Agnes
spent 2 months touring the deep South. He had always told his son Rooney that he had promised
himself he would visit the grave of his Annie and witness her gentle sleep. The people of
Warrenton wanted to honor Lee’s visit with a public ceremony, but he indicated that he wanted a
quiet time alone to bear his sorrow. He and Agnes rented a buggy and rode out to the cemetery
where they placed many of Annie’s favorite flower, the White Hyacinth, over her grave. Lee
later said that he wanted Annie to sleep peacefully in that sweet spot, undisturbed.

In 1923, the North Carolina General Assembly appropriated funds to build a road out to the
cemetery running off public highway 401, and also 4 acres surrounding the cemetery that was
allotted for beautification of the site. The United States War Department even allowed a tree
from the grounds of the Custis-Lee mansion at Arlington to be transplanted next to Annie’s plot
to stand as a silent sentinel over her. The state later placed a marker on the highway to denote her
grave. This decision may have inadvertently gone against the wishes of General Lee that Annie
rest in peace for eternity.

As the years passed, her monument was defaced many times as souvenir hunters chipped
away pieces of the granite and occultists burned candles at the base of the monument.
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The decorative urn at the top would be knocked off often. The most serious damage occurred
when someone apparently backed a vehicle to the site and roped the monument, pulling it over
and damaging it and part of the fence surrounding the cemetery. The Raleigh, North Carolina
Chapter of the Order of the Stars and Bars raised several thousand dollars to repair the damage
over time. As they were in the process of becoming permanent caretakers of the cemetery,
Robert E. Lee’s youngest son’s granddaughter, Anne Carter Lee Ely Zimmer, read of the
desecration of the grave in a newspaper article and presented to the Warrenton County officials
her desire to relocate the remains of Annie back to Virginia. There was of course local
opposition from heritage groups, but the requests of Mrs. Zimmer and the Lee descendants
prevailed.

Members of the SCV Smith-Hargrove Camp 311 of Louisburg, North Carolina exhumed
Annie Lee’s remains from her grave on September 27, 1994, placing them in a handmade walnut
coffin. Eyewitnesses verified the exhumation by noting seven forged-iron coffin handles from
the original coffin along with tacks and bones along with bits of cloth. After being separated for
over a hundred years, Gentle Annie was reunited with her
family in the Lee family vault at Lee Chapel in Lexington,

Virginia, as seen at Right. | ANNE CARTER LEE

While content to leave his daughter at rest where she lay as _ BORN 1839
Robert E. Lee had wished, the damage and desecration of this , ' piep 0cToBER 20. 1 862

peaceful, quiet cemetery was too much for any respectful % BuRiED WARREN COUNTY, NC. =

REMOVED TO

: 2 TON,VA, 1994
of the various local heritage groups and the members of the LEXWETS

Order of the Stars and Bars meant well, but in the long run, it
was now most proper to bring Annie home.

At the time of the exhumation, Tom Smith, of the Henry King Burgwyn Jr. SCV Camp 1485,
said that he likes to think that after so many years of spring and summer rains, Annie’s remains
were carried deep into the North Carolina soil. He has no doubt that her spirit still rests beneath
those Carolina pines of Warrenton County.

person to take, especially family descendants. The good folks =-;
aenth

Sources: /- Adaption from Blue & Gray Magazine article, June 1995, “The Exhumation of Annie Lee,” Elizabeth
W. Roberson
2- Lee family photos on file
3- The Conquered Banner, March/April 2026.

Jim Stephens
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California Division Reconfederation 2026

It is always a welcome break
in routine to travel to and gather
at the Four Points Hotel in
Bakersfield, California—to
reacquaint ourselves with fellow
compatriots from around the
division and get down to
important business and
comradery. And I get to have the
pleasure of reporting the
proceedings in this newsletter.

Members and guests began
arriving at the hotel for the 32"

Annual Reunion/Reconfederation
on Friday afternoon, March 27,
2026, for the weekend event.

Registration took place in the Belridge Room, where members picked up their welcome
packages in the hospitality suite and business meeting room this year. By doing this, the division
saved a great deal of money by combining both. Commander Tod Terry and his wife, Jeanie,
were there to welcome arrivals with snacks, drinks and good conversation. Later that evening, as
division compatriots continued to arrive, plenty of fried chicken, pizza and liquid refreshments
were available for all to enjoy. The division’s special guest this year was Army of Trans
Mississippi Commander, John McCammon, whom we all met that evening. :

Your representatives this year from Camp 302 were: Commander Jim Millsap,
Adjutant Jim Stephens,

Treasurer Roy Adair,
Compatriots Jon Hussey
and Camp Sergeant-at-
Arms Steve Smith. Other
division camps present
were: Camps 1627,
Sacramento, 1804
Fresno, 2048 Tehachapi,
1208 Los Angeles, 1742
Inland Empire, and 1770

Orange County. Shown on
the right are Roy, Jim & Steve
in the hospitality room.
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Pictured to the right is an excellent depiction of all
current California Division camps and their

geographical location within the state. Camp 2023 Gen WadlelHsmpton, Modest
Camp 1804 Brigadier Gen Tyree Harris Bell. Fresno

Camp 1627 Gen George Blake Cosby, Sacramento

Camp 2048 Gen Albert Sidney Johnston, Tehachapi
Camp 1631 Dearick-Dormeus-Thurmond, Santa Barbarz
Camp 2062 CSS Virginia, Ventura County

Camp 1208 Gen John Bell Hood, Los Angeles

Camp 1742 “The Fighting Grizzlies”, Inland Empire

Sacramento
o) Camp 1770 Capt Jame Iredell Wadell, Orange County
B cave 1627

Camp 2007 Capt Cameron Erskine Thom, Long Beach

Camp 302 Father A.J. Ryan, San Diego

@ CAMP 2023

Fresno
@ CAMP 1804

The business meeting commenced shortly & ove e
after 8:00 AM with Commander Tod Terry : ’
above at the lectern giving the Call to Order. Sl cave 20e2 ‘@m”%mmm
The Invocation and the Posting of the Colors _ 8 o
by Lieutenant Commander/Chaplain/Color e
Sergeant Greg Frazier was seated to Tod’s o \
left. The Pledge of Allegiance to the AN
American Flag and Salute to the Confederate
Flag was delivered by Farrell Cooley and the reading of the Charge by Commander Terry.
Adjutant Padgett commenced reading the Roll Call of the camps with the following camps not
in attendance: Camp 2062 Ventura County, Camp 2023 Modesto, Camp 1440 San Jose,
Camp 1631 Santa Barbara, and Camp 2007 Long Beach. A quorum of 7 camps was reached
with 25 members in attendance.

The attendees were then introduced to ATM Commander, John McCammon, the division’s
special guest who praised the California Division for its great work and all the things we are

... 5an Diego

;ﬁl} CAMP 302

L)

battetie! Q wl
Ry

cannon and mus!

Division Staff L to R: Adjutant Vern Padgett, Commander Tod Terry, Division Lieutenant Commander/Chaplain
Greg Frazier, Chief-of-Staff Farrell Cooley and Camp 302 Commander and Division Aide-de-Camp Jim Millsap.
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Above, the business meeting attendees listen as reports are presented. ATM Commander,
John McCammon, is the gentleman sitting at the forward left table in the dark jacket.
Commander Terry delivered his report; in it, he stated that his town of Porterville is a key
supporter of the SCV and the California Division, and that we now have a permanent seat on
their city council where our story.can be heard. Tod told the group that he had joined the
American Legion and that some division members marched in their Veterans Day Parade for the
first time in 107 years. It was the largest gathering this side of Texas with 22,000 folks viewing.

He mentioned the Jackass Mail Run that goes for quite a distance and the Porterville Pioneer
Days that has been reported in previous editions of this newsletter. Commander Terry thanked
ATM Commander McCammon for his sponsorship in this event and for showing the photo of it
to the National GEC. The commander showed those present an event bag from Porterville which
had the California division logo emblazoned on it among the other sponsors. As Tod
emphasized, the division now has Clout! The members responded with great applause for
Commander Terry.

Adjutant Padgett then delivered his report: He began by indicating that the division has 12
camps with 221 members on the current national roster. Unfortunately, he said that he had been
informed that the Stainless Banner Camp 1440 of San Jose made the decision to cease
operations. They do have 3 life members and 4 paid-up members on the national roster. Adjutant
Padgett has requested that they send in any camp materials and bank account info to him to carry
out the process of dissolution. Also, two camps within the division, Long Beach Camp 2007 and
Santa Barbara Camp 1631, are below minimums as membership requirements go. Ventura Camp
2062 is holding on with an active commander and 7 members. The remainder of the division’s
camps range from the north part of the state at Sacramento’s General George Blake Cosby Camp
1627 south to San Diego’s Father A.J. Ryan Camp 302 at a distance of 504 miles. Adjutant
Padgett reminded everyone that the division was established in 1994 and has only missed one
division reunion/reconfederation since that time. Please note! Anyone wishing a history of all
California Division reunions can request a copy from webmaster, Mike Climo, via email and it
can also be viewed on the website.
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Putting on his cap as Division Treasurer, Vern threw out some financial stats: As of this
time in 2025, the division had a bank balance of $7,814.00. Subsequent to that time, the division
experienced a loss of $756.00 due to losses sustained during the 2025 Reconfederation. The
division financed the travel for both the brigade and division commander for $900.00,
maintained the division’s storage facility, $750.00 for Lock Up III, and paid half the costs of the
billboard along Highway 65 for $550.00. $500.00 went toward the Jackass Mail Run-and
$750.00 for Pioneer Days. $211.00 went toward flag poles and the division donated $400.00 for
Union Cemetery repair. Expenditures and losses came to $4,837.00. Income for the division was
$2,160.00 for 216 members’ dues and $400.00 for cemetery repairs for a total $2,560.00. The
balance forward was $7,814.00 minus expenditures and a loss of $4,837.00 plus income of
$2,560.00. This leaves the division with a bank balance of $5,537.00.

Chaplain & Color Sergeant Greg Frazier told the group that at least half of those gathered
here served on the color guard at one time or another at the reconfederation and passed on his
thanks to them. Greg reported that Commander Terry turned over to Adjutant/Treasurer Padgett
the funds for this year’s Reconfederation monies collected from the banquet and business
meeting registrations along with donations. He said that 50 members and guests were here this
year, down from 58 in 2025.

Division Historian Russ Person gave a speech on U.S. actions during the slavery debate in
congress and Jefferson’s view on secession. Adjutant Padgett presented the 2025 minutes for the
Division Executive Council which had been previously approved.

Brigade Commander elections were held with Greg Frazier reelected as Southern
Brigade Commander and Jay Gillette elected as Upper South Brigade Commander. Jay
stressed the need for more participation and wider use of Zoom meetings.

The 2026 National Reunion in Lexington, Kentucky was discussed briefly and Commander
Terry reminded all camps that they need to turn over to Vern Padgett and or Robert Crook, the
division’s Judge Advocate, their bank info. Commander Terry also proposed that the division
and the California Chapter of the UDC combine their annual meetings at Bakersfield for 2027.
This is to be decided later.

It was time for Judge Advocate Robert Crook to give his report: He discussed the IRS
requirements for camps and the use of IRS Form 990-N for filing purposes and said he had filed
them for each camp, active or not. He did state that four camps were not in compliance. This
matter and what was just mentioned in the previous paragraph were discussed with Robert on the
side.

Camp 302’s Steve Smith then started the camp-of-the-year voting with the recipient being
announeced at the banquet.

All camps present were called out to give their reports: Commander Jim Millsap of Father
A.J. Ryan, San Diego, Camp 302 reported the camp having 38 active members on the roster
with 7 living out of state, and informed of the camp’s 6 meetings throughout the year are held at
the LDS Family Learning Center in Mission Valley. He mentioned the successful USS Midway
tour conducted last year and that Steve Smith is now the head of the aircraft restoration aboard
the Midway.
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He talked about the Blue/Gray picnic’s success at Admiral Baker Field and told of the research
being done at Fallbrook’s Pioneer Cemetery to locate Private Simco and his wife.

Commander Robert Crook of the Los Angeles, General John Bell Hood Camp 1208
reported having 37 members, which includes 17 Life Members, the most of any camp in the
division, and that they have given 3 H.L. Hunley awards in the past year. Adjutant John
Blasingame of Sacramento’s General George Blake Cosby, Camp 1627 reaffirmed that they
are the largest camp in the division with 42 members and reminded all present that longtime
Commander Tad Smith had moved to Pennsylvania. Camp 302’s Jon Hussey, representing the
Inland Empire Camp 1742, “The Fighting Grizzlies” in the absence of Commander Steve
Madden mentioned that thanks to Steve, they have 24 members. Commander Farrell Cooley
of the Orange County, Captain James Iredell Wadell Camp 1770 stated that they displayed
flags at the Santa Ana and Fairhaven Cemeteries on Memorial Day, recruited at Huntington
Beach Reenactment and donated 6 heritage projects including $930.00 to the Georgia Division
legal funding. Commander Jay Gillette of Fresno’s Brigadier General Tyree Harris Bell
Camp 1894 told of his camp having a good year with 21 members, seven of which are Life
Members. They refurbished the monument to former California Division Commander Chuck
Norred. Jay announced that 5 War Service Medals were issued along with their participation in
the Porterville Parade, and that sadly, 5 camp members passed away. Commander Tod Terry
of General Albert Sydney Johnston, Tehachapi, Camp 2048 reported that his camp has 12
meetings yearly with 20 members, 7 of which are active. He mentioned events previously
reported in this reconfederation report along with their involvement in Wreaths Across America
and the annual December Division luncheon at Domingo’s Restaurant in Boron and the raising
of over $1000.00 and the sponsorship of the Randsburg Event.

The business portion of this year’s Reconfederation came to a close around 12:00 with
Chaplain Frazier delivering the Benediction. It was time to break for lunch and prepare for the
evening’s Banquet and Silent Auction.

s A
s fJ' ,— .<
=%

As in all annual
Reconfederations,
the Saturday
evening activity has
to begin with the
traditional Posting
of the Colors then
paraded to the
Banquet Hall.
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On the left, members
and guests listen to
ATM Commander
John McCammon
speak during the
banquet on Saturday
evening. All enjoyed
an excellent meal at
that time.

On the right, Mary Ann Claxton, President of the Mary
Boykin Chesnut Chapter 2634, United Daughters of the
Confederacy of Bakersfield, speaks to the banquet guests.

On the left, WE S€€
California Division
Lieutenant
Commander Greg
Frazier, Division
Commander Tod
Terry and Army of
Trans Mississippi
Commander, John
McCammon.

Honoring
ot fedew *e 11

sword plaque for his superb
performance and dedication «l, ,7’ N
for the work he’s ). OF 0 3 [ \

accomplished as division
commander. SCv

/0 1o B Sons-ok€
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Following the banquet dinner, the presentation of awards included the
Annual Camp-of-the-Year Award, given this year to Orange County, James
Iredell Wadell, Camp 1770. The camp attained the majority of votes during
the business meeting. Former division commander, and now Camp 1770
Commander, Ferrell Cooley pictured at Left, accepted the award on behalf of
his camp that bespoke of the tremendous work he and his men accomplished
this past year. See some of their accomplishments on page eleven under
Camp Reports.

To wrap up the evenings events, the Silent Auction was conducted and
overseen by Camp 302 in the banquet room. This year, as in the past, books,
clothing and miscellaneous Civil War paraphernalia were laid out with
minimum bids and sold to the highest bidder. The division earned around
$900.00 this year which included the 50/50 drawing winnings. Thanks goes
to Steve Smith for presenting his winnings to the division.

After the banquet ended, several folks retired to the hospitality room for
refreshments before calling it a day. It was time to rest up and prepare for the Sunday Memorial
Service.

On Sunday morning, March 29, 2026, at 9:00 AM, members drove out to Bakersfield’s Union
Cemetery, the final resting place for so many Confederate veterans who settled in the area. We
have reported on this event for many years now and it is always a very moving ceremony.

The United Daughters of the Confederacy’s Bakersfield, Mary Boykin Chesnut Chapter 2634,
graciously hosts the service at the Mary Chesnut Monument at the cemetery. Seated fiom L to R:

Margaret Alley, Beth
Bywaters, Chris
Loeftler, Robyn
Adair. Standing from L
to R: Rhonda Pierce,
Mary Ann Claxton.

Robyn, Chris and
Mary Ann are past
California Division
UDC Presidents.
Margaret Alley is a
Lifetime Honorary
Division President.
Rhonda is the hosting
Bakersfield President
and Beth is a member
of the hosting
chapter.
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Ms. Rhonda Pierce welcomed the gathered guests and Chris Hursrt-Loeffler delivered the
Invocation. The Colors were presented, Ms. Pierce led the Pledge of Allegiance and Mrs. Sandy
Padgett led the Salute to the Confederate Flag. Ms. Pierce introduced the guests: UDC Ca Div
1%t vice President for President Ms. Mary Ann Claxton, SCV Ca Div Commander Tod
Terry, SCV ATM Commander John McCammon and DUV Ca-Nv Div 1% Vice President
Mari Carroll.

During the reading of

the memorials, Beth
Bywaters, seen here, praised
the Women of the
Confederacy. On her right
is Rhonda Pierce. Margaret
Alley gave the Memorial to
Confederate Veterans
followed by Jay Gillette of
Fresno Camp 1804
speaking of “All You’ve
done” for Veterans of all
Wars.

Mary Ann Claxton
began the “Roll Call of the States” where the date of each state’s secession from the Union is
called out, and at which time each attendee comes forward and calls out their Confederate
ancestor’s name, rank and unit and place a red or yellow rose in the ceremonial vase. Also during
this time, Commander Terry read out the names of the known Confederate Veterans buried at
Union Cemetery as each state and their unit of service was called out.

The Ceremonial presentation of the Wreath was led by Rhonda Pierce and a most moving
poem that deserves reprinting, was read out by all:

Not for fame or fortune, not for a place or rank,
Not lured by ambition, or goaded by necessity,
But in simple obedience to duty as they understood it,
These men suffered all, sacrificed all,

Dared all- and died.
Composed by the Reverend Doctor Randolph McKim

Chaplain/Color Sergeant Frazier-delivered his benediction and, as he did at the beginning of the
ceremony, marched out his color guard to prepare for the gun salute using pistols and muskets
and then for Retiring of the Colors.
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Color Sergeant Frazier leads the Gun Salute. ATM Commander McCammon then played a
flawless rendition of TAPS on his bugle as the Colors were retired.

Ms. Rhonda Pierce gave her closing remarks and the 2026 California Division
Reunion/Reconfederation officially ended.

Your Editor/Publisher is much obliged to Adjutant Padgett for his excellent notes and the
photos and info provided by Roy Adair, Tod & Jeanie Terry, and Greg Frazier. Apologies to
anyone I may have missed. Let us all have good fortune for the remainder of this year and look
forward to 2027.

Jim Stephens

Camp 302
Business/Luncheon

Meeting

Even though the Camp meeting on March 14,
2026, occurred prior to the annual division
Reconfederation, the reporting of that gathering
took precedence. Thanks to the intrepid members of
Camp 302 for venturing out to the LDS Family search center on Saturday morning of the 14™ to
discuss camp business and enjoy lunch prepared by Jersey Mikes in Oceanside.

Present and accounted for: Commander Jim Millsap, LCDR George Faircloth, Adjutant Jim
Stephens, Compatriots Mike Schooling, Gary Faulk, Jon Hussey, Kevin Park and David Ham
who joined us from New Mexico via Zoom. Chaplain Steve Perdue could not join us due to his
wife, Kathie, scheduled for surgery. Subsequent to the meeting, Steve informed us that her
hospital stay turned out well. Robert and Jane Zoch would have joined us, but Jane’s cold
prevented that.
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Commander Millsap called the meeting to order around 11:30 AM and, in the absence of
Chaplain Perdue, led off with the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to
the Confederate Flag. Thanks to all who attended for contributing to the Jersey Mikes lunch
provided.

Adjutant Stephens, in the absence of Treasurer Adair, presented the Treasurer’s Report: As of
01/09/2026, beginning bank balance was $29,973.85. Outlays for the period were $120.00
reimbursement to Adjutant Stephens for camp meeting expenses, $100.00 for Division Reunion
donation, $25.56 for Rebel-of-the-Year name plate, $18.52 for Hostwinds Domain Renewal and
$10.00 for division membership dues. Inputs were $69.00 for membership dues and $.23 for
bank interest on checking account. Total outlays for the period were $204.85 with an ending
balance as of 03/14/2026, $29,769.00.

There was no change to the camp roster other than the addition of new member, Charles
Norris, who became the 38" member of the camp. Charles, or “CB” as he likes to go by, was
officially sworn in during the meeting. It is always a great pleasure to bring a new compatriot
aboard.

The annual Rebel-of-the-Year award was given to Chaplain Steve Perdue in absentia, but it
will be ready for him when he returns.

Commander Millsap announced to the attendees that the UDC Stonewall Jackson Chapter 476
will meet at Mt. Hope Cemetery for a Confederate Memorial Day celebration on Friday March
20" at 10:00 AM and that all who can attend are welcome. He then went over the camp calendar
emphasizing the remaining events for the year, particularly the upcoming division reunion at
Bakersfield on March 27-29 and the National reunion in Lexington, Kentucky on July 15-19,
which he will be attending. Also, the blue/Gray picnic at Admiral Baker Recreation area was
discussed, and it was decided to have it in August of this year.

Adjutant Stephens presented his Power Point talk on “Searching for David” that briefly
outlined his article written for the September/October 2020 issue of The Conquered Banner.

Commander Millsap once again reminded all to check out the SCV Chat on YouTube that airs
every Monday and Thursday at 7:00PM (Central Standard Time.)

Under “Old Business,” he indicated that he and Commander Jerry Sayre of SUVCW Camp
21 will continue to research the burial of Private McDonald Simco and his wife at Fallbrook’s
Pioneer Cemetery.

For “New Business,” Adjutant Stephens advised those present that Roy Adair will check with
the amphib base to see if Camp 302 is still recognized as an annual donor to the VUMM prior to
our holding a vote to continue with the annual donation of $150.00. Stephens also advised all
present that the annual Zoom subscription rate will go up $10.00 to $169.90 and will talk with
the division regarding their continued input for their share in the costs.

With business concluded, the Benediction was given and the meeting adjourned.
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Greetings from the Commander

Our 32" annual SCV CA Division “Dixie West”
Convention and Reconfederation at Bakersfield was
another great success.
John McCammon, ATM Commander, and his wife,
Darrah, were our special guests at the convention and
John gave a nice presentation at the banquet dinner.
This was John’s first visit to Dixie West, and he was
warmly greeted by all.
Once again, the attendance at the banquet dinner
was well attended with many of the UDC ladies from
California chapters.
Lastly, our new billboard is already up for
Confederate Heritage month (April) and many thanks
to Division Commander, Tod Terry, for making this
happen. The billboard location is on Highway 65, near
Strathmore, CA (just North of Porterville), same as last year.
Our next camp meeting will be coming up on May 9™ at the Family Search Center in Mission
Valley from 11:30AM to 1:30PM. Look for an email reminder coming out soon.

Your Vigilant Commander...Deo Vindice,

Jim Millsap, Camp 302, Father A.J. Ryan




