The Conquered

Banner

Newsletter of the
Sfather A.S. Ryan Qban Disgo Guomp 302
QBons of Gonfederate Peterans

VOLUME 33 NUMBER 6 November/December 2025

Houston, Texas — 2025

July of this year would see members of the California Division - Sons of Confederate
Veterans - gathering in The Lone Star State’s gulf coast city of Houston for the 2025 National
Reunion. Much obliged to California Division Adjutant, Vern Padgett, Camp 302 Commander,

Jim Millsap and Orange County Camp 1770
Commander, Farrell Cooley for their excellent notes.
Also, thanks to Camp 302’s Treasurer Roy Adair &
Jeanne Terry for submitting some great photos.

Ten Californians attended this year, headed by
Division Commander Tod and Jeanne Terry Vern
& Sandy Padgett, Roy and Robyn Adair and son
Brian, Jim Millsap, Farrell Cooley and Sacramento
Camp 1627 Commander, Jim Musser. It is always a
pleasure to see former California Division
Commander Kenny Ramsey of Bakersfield and now
Division Commander of North Carolina at the
reunion. As has been pointed out, Kenny has the
distinction of the only man who has been commander
of two different divisions.

Commander Terry, Az Left, carried out the California
Division Flag during the opening ceremony. It is
always impressive to see the many camps throughout
the confederation presenting their colors.



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZJTtXtZA0wuNgM&tbnid=-MF5GlvNZFC_RM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://dixie.christogenea.org/node/129&ei=rTRKUv3xA6mEyAHywYHgCg&psig=AFQjCNHdFZVPvq4a3I0V5Zdo2AWJswLY1A&ust=1380681261121037

VOLUME 33 NUMBER 6 THE CONQUERED BANNER PAGE TWO

International Headquarters
Sons of Confederate Veterans
P.O. Box 59
Columbia, Tennessee 38402-0059
1-800-MY-DIXIE

Salute to the Confederate Flag
I salute the Confederate Flag with affection, reverence and undying devotion to the cause for which it
stands.

Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which we fought.
To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his
history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love
also, and the ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish.”

Lt. General Stephen D. Lee

Newsletter
The Conquered Banner is the official newsletter of Camp 302 and is published each odd-numbered month.
Permission to reprint material contained in the newsletter in freely given to SCV, MOSB and UDC
organizations. Commentary and articles are solicited and should be mailed or E-mailed to the Newsletter
Editor. Deadline for submissions is the 15™ of the preceding month. Consideration of space may require
editing.

Meetings
The camp meets the 2nd Saturday of each odd-numbered month at various locations which are announced
in the newsletter and E-mail notification.

Correspondence
Membership applications, dues renewals, changes of address and other business should be directed to the
adjutant.

Dues
Annual dues are billed each August and are $50.00 for members. Dues include the Confederate Veteran
magazine and a newsletter.

Camp officers

Commander Jim Millsap
Lieutenant Commander George Faircloth
Adjutant Jim Stephens
Treasurer Roy Adair
Webmaster Roy Adair
Chaplain Steve Perdue
Sergeant-at-Arms Steve Smith
Historian Vacant
Newsletter Editor/Publisher  Jim Stephens
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Left to Right, Farrell
Cooley, ATM
Commander Jim
McArron, Vern
Padgett, Division
Commander Tod
Terry, Jim Millsap,
Roy Adair,
Sacramento Camp
1627 Commander Jim
Musser.

A most
important piece of
news (a very good
piece of news!)
was brought forth
early in the
business meeting,
and that was the
fact that the debt
for the
Confederate
Museum had been
paid off by an
anonymous donor

to the tune of 1 million dollars. A major headache for the SCV’s financial people and the entire
organization—a staggering monthly loan interest rate of $13,000.00, expected to rise in the near
future—was over. This would have been a long-time burden to bear.

Executive Director Adam Southern reported that current SCV membership sits at 24,750. Prior
to the COVID pandemic, the SCV could muster 30,000 men. That number, of course, went down
considerably but membership is now rising. He also indicated that the average age today of the
members of the organization is 65 years. A shameful figure he brought forth is that we have 83,000
delinquent members. Sadly, 357 compatriots answered The Last Roll Call during the past year.
Director Southern then presented the budget for the coming year, less than the current year.

The location for future reunions was announced. For 2026, the SCV will gather in Lexington,
KY on July 15% through the 19", Following that event, 2027 will see the SCV National Reunion
back in Mobile, staying in the same hotel as before. It was reported that the Admiral Semmes
statue in downtown Mobile was removed after standing for 126 years but is expected to be
reinstalled soon. Oxford, MS is scheduled for the National Reunion in 2028 and then back to
Franklin, TN for 2029.

As with all national reunions, it’s great to take the available tours that are set up by the hosting
group—in this case, of course, The Texas Division. On the next page, Orange County Camp
1770’s Farrell Cooley will describe the tours of which many of those attending took advantage.
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Farrell Cooley, Seen at
Left seated next to Jim Millsap,
gives insight on the tours
taken by many of the
attendees that included
Galveston Bay and the
Texas City Museum. They
viewed the massive anchor
that belonged to the SS V.A.
Fogg that was lost at sea in
1972. There was a plaque
available that listed the names
of the ship’s crew along with
ceiling-high boilers. Farrell
cited the ingenuity and skill
that went into the construction
of this machinery. In the

- museum they saw a Dahlgren

cannon from the USS Westfield’s excavation. This weapon fired 9-inch shells that could reach
up to a mile and a half away. This was part of the armament used in the siege of Galveston and
the group toured the old part of town where the Hendley building still showed evidence of the
shelling that took place.

While touring Fisherman’s Wharf, many feasted on Catfish along with other offerings from
the sea, but a fun part of walking around in the Galveston humidity was, as most anybody would
agree, partaking of a cold beer to assuage the discomfort of walking in this environment. Farrell
indicated that Tod and Jeanne Terry imbibed with him here. Afterwards, they visited the Old
Galveston Cemetery and viewed several Confederate graves, including that of General
John B. Magruder who led the fight against the invading Union forces attacking Galveston.
Interestingly, Magruder, during the fight, loaded up transports with bales of cotton and guns and
attacked the USS Harriet Lane, managing to retake Galveston, keeping it out of Union hands.

Farrell also provided information on the Friday afternoon tour of the San Jacinto
Battlefield and Monument tour. This monument honoring Texans at this battlefield rises above
the clouds and stands 12 feet higher than the Washington Monument. Miles of viewing area,
including the battlefield, awaits those riding up in the elevator. The museum there houses
artifacts with some on display just for this particular tour. Great honor is paid to Sam Houston
there for his leadership against the Mexican Army.

Texas native Jim Millsap adds to this narrative, the very sacred history to the Alamo and
battle of San Jacinto, citing that it took 13 days for the 2,400 men of the Mexican Army to
defeat the 189 Texans defending the Alamo with only the women and children surviving. The
Battle of San Jacinto took only 18 minutes on April 21, 1836, with 935 Texans routing 1,250
Mexican Army troops with the eventual results of Texas gaining its independence from Mexico.

o
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At Right, A partial view of Old
Galveston Cemetery where the
graves of General Magruder and
other Confederate veterans can be
found.

At Right, A wharf scene
along the Galveston
waterfront that have the
pubs and restaurants
where many of the SCV
attendees stopped for
much-needed
refreashment.

At Left, We see the massive
monument at San Jacinto Battlefield
where, atop, one can view the
swamps, bayous, river channels and
the battlefield itself.
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-~
- \ \ Leading off the Friday morning business meeting, Chuck McMichael

J Seen here during the California Division Reunion went over the amendments to
/g:/  the SCV Constitution. One he authored was the proposal to have voting
| on amendments be in writing so as to save time and to award each camp
N full delegate vote count - It was
voted down.
Past SCV Commander-in-Chief
Jason Boshers, Seen at right,
presented the progress on the
rebuilding of the Forrest Plaza
after becoming familiar with
assessing bronze quality and he
works with architects and
structural engineers. As expressed
by Adjutant Padgett, “we are in
good hands with Jason.”

Following this
year’s oratory contest, headed by Chuck McMichael and
Chuck Rand, actor Patrick Falci, Pictured at Lefi, portrayed
General A.P. Hill, highlighting the Confederate General’s
service from the Seven Days Battles to his death at the end
of the war. Falci later described his interactions with actors
Martin Sheen, Sam Elliot, Jeff Daniels and others in the
making of The Making of Gettysburg.

Saturday morning brought about the meetings of the
armies. Our Army of the Trans-Mississippi (ATM)
Commander John McCammon reported that division
reunions within the army were well run. He discussed the
Arizona heritage project and mentioned the California
Billboard at the entrance of Sequoia National Park.
Commander McCammon also thanked the division
commanders for their brotherly love during the devastating
floods in South Texas. Arizona Commander Bobby Herrin
reported that their monuments had been taken down but
were now going back up—Good News! ATM Councilman

Chuck McMichael talked of the SS Kentucky sinking in 1865 on the Red River, taking the lives
of 500 Missouri POW’s, and suggested we commemorate this event with a plaque.
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Chuck also announced that he will run for compatriot after his term as ATM Councilman.
Camp 302’s good friend Charles Lauret of Louisiana announced his future run for SCV
Lieutenant Commander-in-Chief. Army of Tennessee Councilman Roy Hudson will also run for
that position. Ron Kennedy announced that an attending reunion compatriot had his truck broken
into and, as a result, $1,200.00 was raised for he and his wife after passing the hat.

During the Saturday morning business meeting, Chuck McMichael reported on the
Resolutions committee’s work. Here are some highlights on passed resolutions: A resolution was
passed thanking the Texas Division and the Texas Society of the Order of the Confederate Rose
for all the work done in hosting this year’s reunion including the centerpieces placed on the
tables for the Awards Luncheon. The Nathan Bedford Forrest Camp 215 of Memphis for raising
$25,000 for the restoration of the Forrest statue at SCV Headquarters. It was resolved that the
GEC adopt the Betsy Ross U.S. Flag to be used with the current U.S. Flag in honor of the
Southerners participation in the War for Independence 1775-1783. Resolution 7 concerned
Section 16 of Arlington National Cemetery, where the Confederate Reconciliation Memorial was
removed and the desecration of the Moses Ezekiel’s grave. It was resolved that Governor
Y oungkin be advised to return the Memorial to Arlington.

Kirk Lyons spoke on the need to restore Confederate names to
federal facilities and Bryan Summers added that President Trump
could line-item vetoes on budget items that do not involve funding.

Chuck Rand advised members to look into the life of WWII
General William McCain and that he saved the SCV. Former CIC
Paul Gramling, Seen at right, reported on the passing of Richard
Taylor Camp member Will Mason two years ago and the $80,000
donation to HQ and the camp and that Mason received the first Real
Grandson Medal. Chief of Heritage Defense, Ron Kennedy,
reported on spot ads on FOX news, targeted Internet ads, large
newspaper ads, a billboard at Nashville and conservative podcasters
from California and conservative journals running SCV ads.

It was reported that as of this meeting, $138,855 in donations to
the SCV Museum Fund and other Heritage Defense Projects had
been collected. In the California Division, Jim Musser of
Sacramento Camp 1627, donated $1000.00 from that camp. This concludes the major topics,
subjects and resolutions discussed during the Saturday business session. It was now time for the
evening banquet festivities.

Adjutant Padgett reported that in previous reunion banquets there was open seating for
attendees other than senior staff. This caused some confusion and hard feelings for a few who
had mix-ups on tables. This time around, convention organizer Michael Hurley made sure that
seat assignments were made which made things go much smoother. Vern and Sandy Padgett,
Tod and Jeanne Terry, Roy, Robyn and Brian Adair were seated at the same table. Photos follow
on the next page.
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Jim Millsap, Farrell Cooley, Vern Padgett,
Jim Musser and Division Commander Tod
Terry at the business meeting

Vern & Sandy Padgett, Tod & Jeanne
Terry, Roy, Robyn & Brian Adair and
Farrell Cooley.

_ Jeanne Terry, Sandy Padgett with Robyn Adair

All who attended said a good time was had and
. 'we can now prepare for next year’s gathering in
Lexington, Kentucky.
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A Slice of Humor

Normally, I’ve never placed jokes or funny stories in The Conquered Banner, but this time
around, I will break that precedent. Since some of our camp members, and many throughout the
division and the SCV, are avid gun collectors and are “Shootists,” I’ll relate some humorous wit
I came across recently. Some of you may have heard this before but, for those who have not,
prepare for a chuckle.

There was news some time back about a Southern California man who was put under a 72-
hour psychiatric observation when it was found that he owned 100 guns and almost 100,000
rounds of ammunition stored in his home. His house also featured a secret escape tunnel.

By California standards, someone owning 100,000 rounds is considered “mentally unstable.”
In Michigan, he’d be called the last white guy still living in Detroit.
In Arizona, he’d be called an avid gun collector.

In Arkansas, he’d be called a “novice gun Collector.”

In Utah, he’d be called “moderately well prepared,” but they’d probably reserve judgement until
they made sure that he had a corresponding quantity of stored food.

In Kansas, he’d be “a guy down the road you would want to have for a friend.”
In Montana or Oklahoma, he’d be called “the neighborhood go-to-guy.”
In Idaho, he’d be called “a likely gubernatorial candidate.”
In Georgia, he’d be called “an eligible bachelor.”

In North Carolina, Virginia, WV, Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, South Carolina and
Minnesota, he’d be called “a deer hunting buddy.”

And of Course,

In Texas, he’d just be “Bubba, who’s a little short on Ammo.”
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Blue/Gray BBQ Time

Well! It was the time of year for our annual get-together for hamburgers and hot dogs and just
enjoying the out-of-doors activity to break with our everyday routine. As reported earlier, the
picnic area at the Navy’s Coronado Amphibious Base, (site of the Blue/Gray gatherings for the
past several years,) was closed several months ago due to new construction adjacent to the beach
where the cabanas were located. Future location and opening of the new picnic area is up-in-the-
air at present. It was time for Commander Millsap and Adjutant Stephens to check out a couple
of possible locations for this year’s event.

First, as Commander Millsap
was familiar with San Dieguito
Park in north county, that park
was looked at initially with
some possible good sites, but
the second choice was the
Navy’s Admiral Baker Golf
Course and Recreation Area in
east county that had better
facilities and conveniently ' ; |
located for the majority of the LR ase San Dieg()
attendees. Therefore, Admiral B & Receation (MWR)
Baker was chosen. Sunday
morning, August 24" was the
day chosen for the event this
year due to the availability of suitable cabanas & grills at the spacious and well-manicured park.
Some may recall that the camp has conducted past meetings at their golf course restaurant and
club house.

This Blue/Gray event which has been part of our annual activity for many years now has
given Camp 302 the opportunity to enjoy comradeship with our friends in blue, The Sgt William
Pittenger Camp 21, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. Since the days of us marching
together in Veterans Day Parades and cemetery memorial events are past us now, what better
way to get together. Camp 302 wishes to thank Camp 21°’s Commander Jerry Sayre and his
wife Kim and fellow camp 21 members Fred Hall, Kirby Hitt and Dimas Lovato for
attending. Special thanks, as always, goes to Kim Sayre for her work keeping Camp 21 and
Camp 302 in the loop for various events of interest to both camps occurring. Counting the Union
folks, 26 people were in attendance for the BBQ. 19 members and guests represent ed Camp 302.

Commander Millsap, as always, did a great job in organizing and ensuring food, drinks and
other supplies were ready for the BBQ. We must not forget the folks who brought delicious side
dishes, chips & dip to snack on. Photos on the following pages.
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Scenes at the BBQ

+  King-of-the-Grill Jim Millsap wastes no time in getting the
hamburgers grilling.

Left to Right, The
UDC’s Jane
Zoch,
SUVCW’s
Dimas Lavato
shakes hands
with Friend of
the SCV Robert

% oA 20y S Zoch

S
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At Right, Steve & Patty Smith enjoying
the day. Not pictured here but across
the table are his son and compatriot
Travis & Selenne Smith with children
Sammi & Jazon.

Camp 302’s good friends
from the Sgt. William
Pittenger Camp 21 of the
SUVCW at Fallbrook: Lefi to
Right, Dimas Lovato, Kim Sayre,
Fred Hall, Jerry Sayre & Kirby
Hitt. (Kirby will soon be joining
the SCV and Camp 302. He will
become an S.0.B — Son-of-Both.)
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The men of Camp
302: Left to Right,
Commander Jim
Millsap, Treasurer
Roy Adair, Friend-of-
the Camp Robert
Zoch, Adjutant Jim
Stephens, Lieutenant
Commander George
Faircloth, Steve Smith
and Simon Reid. Jon
Hussey did not make
the photo. Jon and his
wife Jennifer were in
attendance.

Robyn Adair and Jane Zoch of the
UDC with the SUV’s Jerry Sayre
between the two.
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Below, Commander Millsap talks with Chaplain Steve and Kathie Perdue.

Lieutenant Commander George Faircloth at Right with Jerry
Sayre and Kirby Hitt sitting behind him. George’s wife Toni
was about and missed the photo.

Special thanks to Toni Faircloth who provided a
fabulous tasting dip — Rajas Con Quesa that
everyone enjoyed and wanted more of. George has
promised that Toni will make sure we have this
again at future events. We are very grateful to Toni
who assisted in tidying up at the close of the picnic.
This year’s Blue/Gray BBQ was a great success
with everyone having a very good time. Thanks is extended to all who came out for the event.
We plan to gather at Admiral Baker again next year. For those folks who could not make it, we
hope to see you in 2026.
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September Camp 302 Meeting

Well! It was time again for the camp to ¥ S~ o
gather at the LDS Family Search Center in — IR
Mission Valley on the 13th for its second e S
to last meeting for 2025. We will meet here l . W ramilySearch
on November 8" at which time; we hope to hia's
see many of our members who’ve missed
some of our past meetings.

The business session officially started at
11:30 AM Saturday morning when
Commander Millsap called everyone to
order. This was followed by the Invocation
delivered by Chaplain Perdue, then The
Pledge-of-Allegiance and Salute to the Confederate Flag. As it was close to lunchtime, two large
Papa John’s pizzas brought in by Commander Millsap and Toni Faircloth’s Rajas Con Queso dip
& chips were laid out for all to enjoy. Those in attendance: Commander Jim Millsap,
Lieutenant Commander Georger Faircloth, Adjutant Jim Stephens, Chaplain Steve Perdue
and his wife Kathie, Kevin Park, Gary Faulk, Simon Reid, Treasurer Roy Adair, the
UDC’s Jane Zoch and husband Robert — Friend-of-the-SCV and Camp 302.

As members munched on pizza and Rajas Con Queso, Treasurer Adair presented his report:
This period covered 07/10/2025 through 09/10/2025, at which time annual camp, division and
SCV membership dues were incoming. Thanks to those who contributed extra funds along with
their annual dues. The beginning balance of the camp’s bank account was $31,092.62 and ended
with $30,653.87. This entailed incoming dues payments by members to the camp, division and
SCV HQ. $83.88 was reimbursed to Treasurer Adair for Hostwinds renewal, $300.00 for annual
donations this year to St. Judes and Rady’s Children’s Hospitals and North County San Diego
Food Bank. Reimbursement of $303.92 to Commander Millsap for BBQ supplies for the
Blue/Gray Picnic, and $23.40 to Adjutant Stephens for postage. Camp compatriots are reminded
that a complete treasurer’s report is available upon request.

Adjutant Stephens went over the camp roster which now stands at 37 active members.
Unfortunately, three camp members decided not to renew their membership at this time. As
noted on Page Twelve of this issue and just confirmed, Kirby Smith, also a member of Sgt.
William Pittenger Camp 21 of the SUVCW, will be joining up with Camp 302. His application is
now in-work. Jim also brought in the new membership cards for 2025/2026 and distributed them
to those present. The remainder will be mailed out.

The camp calendar was discussed. A tentative plan to meet at Julian’s Pioneer Cemetery in
October with a date TBD and the camp’s final meeting for this year is scheduled for November
8™ Wreath Across America, which is held nationwide and involves Rosecrans and Miramar
National Cemeteries locally, was discussed and the problem of not having recognition from the
national level. Jim Stephens talked with national headquarters in Maine and was told that only
corporate donations of $5000 or more obtains recognition on the national level.
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Organizations like ours must request recognition from the local national cemeteries. Future
donations to WAA will remain on hold for the present with discussion on the matter at the next
meeting.

Roy Adair reminded everyone present of the
recent assassination of conservative
commentator Charlie Kirk and Chaplain Perdue
called for a moment of silence. We were made
aware of the SCV’s recognition of the tragedy
and their memorial to Charlie. '

Compatriot Kevin Park gave a slide
presentation on the Confederate Baloon Unit,
telling us of his Confederate ancestor Captain
Langdon Cheves Jr. responsible for starting the
only balloon unit for the Confederacy.

Steve Perdue and Jim Stephens were
presented with the SCV Leadership Award by
Commander Millsap and, below, Jim is
presented with the Commendation Award and
Medal as acknowledgment for his service to the
Camp,

Brigade and Division. that were presented during the
SCV National Reunion in Houston.

Steve and Jim are most appreciative of the
recognition they both received from the commander
and fellow compatriots in Camp 302 and the division.

Upcoming events related to all camps within the
division were covered by Commander Millsap and are
listed under his greetings on the next page.

At this time, the meeting was closed and Chaplain
Perdue delivered the Benediction.

We’ll see everyone for the meeting in November -
same place, same time. As Commentator Paul Harvey
used to say: “Be there or be nowhere.”
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Greetings from the
Commander

Hope everyone is staying cool with
the higher-than-normal humidity and
warm summer days. The Annual
Blue/Gray BBQ in August was a big
success at Admiral Baker Park.
Our next camp event will be a
Confederate memorial in October; so,
look for an e-mail announcement and
date coming soon. :
Our new California Division
Commander Tod Terry has been busy
with getting our SCV presence out in
the public square.
The upcoming CA Division events
are as follows for the remainder of 2025
calendar: Saturday Oct. 4™ — Pioneer
Day, Porterville, CA, Division
sponsorship. Saturday Oct. 18™ —
Twenty Mule team Days Parade,
Boron, CA — SCV Color Guard. Tuesday Nov. 11" Veterans Day Parade, Porterville, CA
American Legion requestion participation with men in uniform, this will be televised. Saturday
Dec. 6" — Division Christmas Lunch at Domingo’s Restaurant, Boron, CA.- All SCV
members and friends of the SCV are encouraged to attend these events.

Your Vigilant Commander...Deo Vindice

Jim Millsap, Commander, Camp 302




